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: EAST FLORIDA. 

This isa portion of our country, at this moment of ab- 
sorbing interest. Soon after it came into our possession, 
it was an object of the General Government, to cause 
surveys to be made, with a view to its defence, internal 
improvement, and disposal in lots to settlers or pur- 
chasers. 


In the year 1825, Colonel James Gadsden made a re 
connoissance for the route of a road from St. Augustine 
to Cape Florida, and in August of that year presented a 
report of his proceedings, with estimates of the cost of 
a road, the whole distance 306 miles, and the total ex- 


pense $24,700. 

From this report we gather the following particu- 
lars : 

The country south of St. Augustine to the very ex- 
tremity of the promontory of Florida is alluvial, and has 
been formed by successive encroachments on the Atlan- 
tic. A chain of inlets, or sounds, and fresh water lakes, 
extend north and south for the greater part of the dis- 
tance, separated from the ocean by a narrow barrier of 
sea beach and sand hills, and communicating with it at 
intervals by contracted and shallow entrances. On the 
west of these inlets and lakes is a parallel chain of sand 
hills, from a quarter to a half of a mile wide, intersected 
by inconsiderable pine flats and oak hammocks; the 
western base of which is washed by another succession 
of smaller lakes, or saw grass ponds, and swamps, occa- 
sionally connected with each other by natural canals. 
To the west of these ponds commence the pine plains 
and saw palmetto flats, common to low latitudes, vary- 
ing in the character of their surface and elevation and 
more intersected by grassy and cypress ponds as you de- 
scend south, until they are lost in communication with 
the ever glades, or submerged flats of the Cape, spotted 
with small islands of pine, palmetto, &c. Immediately 
west of these pine plains is an immense grassy savan- 
nah, inundated the greater part of the year, and form- 
ing the source of the river St. Johns. This great basin, 
receiving the overflowings of all the interior swamps 
and ponds, branches to the east and west, and discharges 
its accumulated waters by many minor streams which 
disembogue into the Atlantic Ocean and Gulf of Mexi- 
co. It is an inexhaustible reservoir, tributary to almost 
all the rivers which intersect and flow through the pro- 
montory of Florida. Those on the eastern coast and 
which are among the principal obstructions to the open- 
ing of a road to Cape Florida, are the Tomoka, Spruce, 
Elbow, Crane, Turkey, St. Sebastian, St. Lucie, Jupiter, 
Rio Seco, Middle, New, Ratones, and Miami rivers. The 
route of the road surveyed is on the pine lands describ- 
ed as lying between the sand hills and second chain of 
minor lakes or ponds on the east, and the great basin of 
the St. Johns west; until opposed at Jupiter inlet by 
the ever glades ; and from thence on the sand beach of 
the ocean as the only practicable land communication 
with the Cape. The benak at low tide is spacious and 
firm, and lakes, sometimes approaching within 60 and 
never receding more than 250 yards from the ocean, fur- 
nish an abundant supply of fresh water. An attempt to 
penetrate by the ever glades proved unsuccessful; the 
whole surface of the earth was covered with water from 
4 and 5 inches to 2 and 3 feet in some places. For 
two days the surveying party waded through these sub- 
merged flats and with the greatest difficulty could a spot 
be found sufficiently extensive and free from water, ( for 
dry it was not ) on which to pitch their tents. On the 
last night they had to elevae their blankets from the wa- 
ter, which flowed beneath their bodies, with sticks, pal- 
metto leaves, &c. 


The route blased crosses the streams which have been 
enumerated, at points where they are fordable, or where 
they present facilities for ferries or bridges; and ferries 
will be only necessary on the Tomoka, St. Sebastian, St; 
Lucie, Middle and New rivers. 

A more eastern route so as to edge the western base 
of the second chain of sand hills; which have been no- 
ticed, would present the best ground for a road, and 
many of the difficulties on the route marked, from ponds, 
flats, &c., requiring causewaying, might be avoided. 
‘ But in this case greater labor would have to be encoun- 

tered in removing an impenetrable growth of scrubs, 
| palmetto, &c. and more ferries become necessary over 
rivers of no inconsiderable magnitude. Thus Elbow, 
Crane, and Turkey creeks, which are but minor streams 
and fordable where crossed by the road, are in less 
than one mile to the east swollen into rivers of 80 and 
100 yards wide, with deep and precipitous banks; while 
the St. Sebastian and St. Lucie; the one about 25 and 
the other 80 yards wide, at the points designated for 
ferries, nearer their mouths widen into rivers of a half 
and of a mile in extent. These difficulties, however, 
would not weigh in consideration with the superior cha- 
racter of the ground otherwise obtained, if the country 
was such as to encourage a hope of the frequency of 
travelling or the density of population ever presenting 
sufficient inducements to individuals to keep up ferries 
at the points designated. 

The whole country south of the Moschetto offers but 
feeble allurements to an agricultural population, and this 
opinion is somewhat strengthened by the fact of there 
being no evidences within that distance of old Indian 
settlements; scattering hunting camps alone indicate 
the purposes to which that district had been hitherto ap- 
propriated. The only land fit for cultivation is on t 
immediate margins of the rivers or inlets, inconsiderable 
as to extent, and ofa light sandy soil; barely sufficient 
to raise the ordinary subsistence in grain for small fami- 
lies, whose energies may be directed to other than agri- 
cultural objects. The resources of this southern dis- 
trict of Florida are limited to ranges for stock of cattle, 
to a and the fisheries ; objects in themselves op- 
posed to a dense population, and only inviting to that 
class of adventurous emigrants, who attach little value 
to roads, and would prefer in their neighbourhood com- 
munications making use of those water channels provid- 
ed by nature. These channels are in the chain of inlets 
and lakes which have been noticed as extending, with 
but partial interruptions, the whole length of the coast 
from St. Augustine to Cape Florida. i hus the waters 
of the Matansas flowing into St. Augustine harbor, and 
those of the Moschetto, or Halifax, approach within eight 
miles of each other; while the southern extremity of the 
latter is separated from those of Indian river by a nar- 
row isthmus of less than one mile in width. Indian river 
in the high waters is connected by a natural canal with 
a large lake south, which with very inconsiderable labor 
may be made to communicate through the Rio Seco and 
Middle; with New river, discharging into the Atlantic 
only twenty miles north of Cape Florida. But by only 
opening the communication by a canal through a low 
level surface requiring no locks, between the Matansas 
and Moschetto or Halifax, and the latter inlet and Indian 
river, a distance of but nine miles, a safe inland commu- 
nication along the eastern coast of Florida from St. Au- 
gustine south, for upwards of 200 miles, may be se- 
cured to the country—the benefits of which may be ex- 
tended north as far as Charleston, S. C., by another ca- 
nal of about ten miles in extent, uniting the waters f 
the North river with those of the St. Johns. 

Connected with this imperfecl general sketch of that 
portion of the eastern section of Florida, which has come 
under observation in the survey of the road, subjoined 
is a more minute description, in divisions of the whole 
distance, according to variety of character in the coun- 
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try, with a geographical sketch, estimate of probable 
costs of construction of roads, &c. 


DESCRIPTION. 


From Solano’s ferry, west of St. Augustine, by the 

route of the Old King’s road to Tomoka, forty-four and 
half miles. For the first 25 miles, generally flat pine 
lands, intersected by three creeks, Moultrie, Three Ri- 
vers, and Mile; the first about 15 feet wide and easily 
bridged; the second from swamps on both sides inter- 
sected by small branches about 200, and the third about 
70 yards wide. Within the same distance, 5 old cause- 
ways, the whole not exceeding 250 yards in extent, will 
require repairing. The last nine and half miles to To- 
moka, saw black jack, sorrel and spruce pine ridge, oc- 
casionally diversified with pine flats and spotted with 
small ponds, and intersected by nine small creeks, run- 
ning to the east, and from 15 to 25 feet wide, all easily 
bridged. Tomoka river about 45 yards wide, and fa- 
vorable for a ferry; high blutis on the south and marsh 
on the north bank, with an old causeway about 200 yards 
wide and easily repaired. 
_ From Tomoka to Spruce Creek, 15 m. 32 c—cross- 
ing near the Tomoka, a small branch tributary to the 
same. Level pine lands interspersed with saw palmetto 
flats and low wet grassy plains, with scattering growth 
of dwarf pine trees, occasionally spotted with cypress 
ponds and swamps. The greater part of this distance 
will require causewaying. ‘ 

From Spruce Creek to Indian River, 33 m 76 c. Spruce 
Creek, including the cabbage tree and hammock mar- 
gins, which are subject to overilow, and will require 
causewaying, is about 200 yards wide. The first ten 
miles low, wet, pine, saw palmetto flats, interspersed 
with cypress ponds and grassy plains, converted from 
their lowness after heavy rains into ponds. For the 
next six miles cypress swamps and saw grass ponds, di- 
versified occasionally with saw palmetto and baybush 
flats. These are the sources of Indian river, and una- 
\oidable as extending west and communicating with the 
savannah and tributaries of the St. Johns river. The 
last seven miles pine and saw palmetto plains, singular- 
ly spotted with saw and flag grass ponds, and occasion- 
ally diversified with sea sand hills, and pine land swells, 
with an undergrowth of broom grass ;- their superior el- 
evation only detected by their comparative dryness. 
The greater part of this distance will — causeway- 
ing and the labor of rendering practicable for wheel car- 
riages a road through the cypress swamps, heads of In- 
dian river, will be considerable. 

Ridge of Indian river 23 m40c. For one half of this 
distance, high ridged, diversified with sea sand undula- 
tions, and occasionally indented with ponds. The last 
half, level pine lands, comparatively dry, spotted as usual 
with ponds. To Elbow Creek 15 m 40c; to Crane 
Creek 9 m 40 c; to Turkey Creek 11 m 10 ¢; to St 
Sebastians 5 m 20c; to St. Lucie 34 m 55 c; the whole 
distance 76 m 5c, generally pine plains, diversified with 
occasional swell of saw palmetto lands, and interspers- 
ed with erassy flats, spotted with a | somes and bay ponds. 
A large portion of this distance will require causeway- 


yards wide, with a rapid current from the lake, subject 
to overtiowings when the lake is full, though generally 
fordable, with firm sandy bottom. The first four miles 
flat pine lands, comparatively dry ; the last, sea sand un- 
dulations. 
On Beach—to Rio Seco 35 m 15c; Middle river 5 
m 30 c; mouth of New river 13 m 43 c; west point of 
Bear Cut, opposite Cape Florida, ( being about three 
miles wide) 20 m 45 c. The whole distance 74 m 
43 ¢. 
The beach at low tide spacious and firm, with the 
ocean on the east, and sand hills and chain of fresh wa- 
ter ponds or lakes on the west, sufficiently convenient to 
furnish to the traveller an abundant supply of water. 
The sand hills do not present the naked appearance 
of more northern latitudes, but are generally covered 


shadowing growth of the sea or Mangrove grape. From 
being exposed generally to a wind b.owing uniformly 
from the same quarter, regularity has been given to their 
figure ; instead of the sea sand undulations, common to 
the north, and the dazzling reflection of light from the 
convex and concave inequalities of their surface, these 
ridges present the appearance of artificial parapets, with 


with the skill of an Engineer. The Rio Seco has been 
closed by a sand bar which has formed across its mouth, 
and similar sandy seals have been placed very recently 
upon Jupiter and little Matansas inlets. The whole At- 
lantic coast of Florida presents evidences of these strug- 
gles between the sands, set in operation by the agitations 
of the ocean, and the currents of the rivers: the one 
striving to close and the other to maintain an outlet for 
their waters. Middle river is now fordable at its mouth, 
and a sand bar, forming across the New river, has al- 
ready diminished the depth of water at its entrance to 
less than four feet. Middle river will more than proba- 
bly sutier the fate of the Rio Seco, Jupiter, &c., and this 
decrease in the number of the outlets to the lakes, ne- 
cessarily diverting an accumulated discharge of water 
through the channel of New river, may alone counteract 
the operations of the sea on itsentrance. * * * * 
Should it be deemed advisable to open the road for the 
present only to Smyrna, the route of the road marked 
will have to be abandoned at the Tomoka ferry, and the 
old King’s road followed, or a more eastern route select- 
ed so as to cross Spruce creek at or near its connection 
with the Halifax. The facilities however of crossing 
this creek, from its width and margins of marsh, are di- 
minished on approaching its mouth. On the Old mn, 
road there is the remains of a causeway which may be 
repaired without much labor. The superior advantages 
of a more: eastern route will more than counterbalance 
any greater difficulties which may be encountered from. 
crossing the creek still nearer itsmouth. If the road be 
opened to Smyrna, it may be continued at a very incon- 
siderable expense, should it be deemed important, alon 
the high ridge of the South Halifax motes to the Haul- 
over at Indian river; thus avoiding the bad c 
swamps near the heads of this stream. The great width 





ing; the base, however, being sand, a solid foundation 
for aroad may be obtained. Elbow, Crane, and Turkey 
Creeks are narrow, from 15 to 20 feet wide, where 
crossed, and seldom otherwise than favorable ; they may 
with great facility be bridged. The St. Sebastians and 
St. Lucie are deep, with perpendicular banks; the sites, 
however, are favorable for ferries, the former about 25 
and the latter 80 yards wide. From St. Lucie to Jupi- 
ter river 30 m50c. The country similar in general 
character to that just described ; the ponds however in- 
creasing in number and magnitude, and the dry land 
scarcer as you descend south, crossing in the distance 
four small streams easily bridged, tributaries to a south- 
ern branch of the St. Lucie. Jupiter river about 35 
ards wide, subject apparently to great freshets, but may 
bridged. 

.. From Jupiter river to sea beach 8 m 20 ¢, crossing 
‘the canal or communication between the lakes: south 


of Indian river at the Haulover and for many miles 
above, presenting more the appearance of an inland sea, 
is the only objection to the selection of this direction for 
aroad to Cape Florida. In other respects, for that dis- 
tance, it possesses a decided preference over the route 
surveyed and marked, crossing Indian river at this 
point, however, the road would be continued from thence 
on the survey which has been made. The objects of 
the commission were more to ascertain the practica- 
bility and probable cost of a highway between St. 
Augustine and Cape Florida, than to survey and mark 
every aberration from a direct line which might be ne- 
cessary to avoid obstacles and for the selection of the 
best ground. This operation would have required a 
more minute examination of the whole country than 
was practicable with the exploring party, and the una> 
voidable disasters which interrupted their early move- 
ments; it can be better performed by the road makers 
keeping always in advance and on.the flanks of the ba- 
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the character of the country in many places, that it was|may convert Cape Florida and the coast into a south- 
impossible to keep on ground where the road ought to, ern nursery for seamen. : 
run, A thick impenetrable growth of saw palimetto,! The object, therefore, of opening a communication 
bay scrub, and briar bushes matted together, oiten forc-| to the southern extremity of Florida, whether by the 
ed the party to seek a passage through ponds and savan- | inland passage noticed in this communication, cr by the 
nahs, and abandon the higher grounds thus obstructed | road which has been surveyed, will, itis hoped, be stea- 
for the lower lands where the water only had been able|dily held in view, as connected with those great inter- 
to check the luxuriant growth of these southern lati- | nai national works now attracting general attention and 
tudes. which have become identified with the most approved 
From the detail now furnished, an opinion may be) policy of the Republic. 
formed as to the cost, practicability and advantages of a a 
road froin St. Augustine.to Cape Florida, agreeably to} About the same period, or perhapsa little previous, 
an examination which has been made underan act oi| Major Isaac Clark, of the 6th Iniantry, was directed 
Congress. Whatever diwerences of opinion may be en-| to survey and mark a road from Hillsboro’ Bay to Char- 
tertained on the subject as to the whole extent, none will} lotte Harbor. His report shows the many difficulties 
exist as to the great necessity of opening immediately | which he had to encounter in performing this duty, and 
the high way south, as far as New Smyrna. ‘The route) presents at the same time a description of that portion of 
of the kinz’s road may be selected, which wiil require | the territory. 
little more expense than for the repairs of the oldeause-| In February, 1825, Major Clark reported that he had 
ways and bridzes over the smaller branches and creeks. | chained and inarked the road through to Charlotte Har- 
To extend, however, as much as practicable the bene-| bor, distance one hundred and twenty seven miles. He 
fits of this cominunication, and to open a passage for! had to run up Charlotte river some distance before he 
emigrants to the Atlantic,as well as western coast of| could cross his horses; he left the Harbor, run up sixty 
a Territory, the populating of which isa policy of nation-| miles before he could find a place sufficiently low to 
al importance, Colonel Gaisden suggests the propriety jcross. He frequently penetrated the hammocks and cy- 
of commencing operations at the St. Mary’s river, so press swamps, but always found banks fiom ten to hf- 
that the road may Geaaek from Georgia, west tothe Bay | teen feet high, and rocky lime stone ; he crossed about 
of Tampa, as has been sanctioned by appropriation,|three miles below the junction of the two branches. 
and east along the Atlantic border to the extent which | Finding the country very swampy and wet, he run out 
may be approved. | twelve miles trom the river, but iound it still worse; his 
The immediate operation as far as New Smyrna will) men and horses wading through swamps and ponds up to 
be necessarily connected with any subsequent extension | their middies, he was torced to turn back and follow the 
of the communication to the Cape, which the govern- | river down to the Harbor, wading and swimming creeks 
mentof the U. S. may think advisable, and will cost, as| and swamps the whole distance. On his arriving on 














estimated, 11,900 dollars divided thus : the south side of the Harbor, he found the beach for 
From St. Mary’s to St. Augustine, $5,000 | several miles back from the Harbor impassable for 
“ St. Augustine to Tomaka, 4,000' horses; he took one of his men and waded through 

“  Tomoka to Smyrna, 2,000 | swamps and bayous from three to four feet in depth, for 


-—----—- | three hours, belore he could reach any point in the Har- 
$11,000} bor where he could ascertain whether a vess»] which 
The communication to Cape Florida may be extend-|he expected, had come in. He at length reached the 
ed hereafter either by opening and improving the inland | point opposite the. island on which there was a Spanish 
peetage by the lakes and sounds which have been | fishery 3; sneceeded in getting them to him witha pero- 
escribed, or by the road which has been survey-| gue ; visited the island, found the vessel had not come 
ed. For the accommodation of any population, |in ; his supplies being exhausted, no game in the coun- 
which may be induced tosettle south of the Moschetto | try, no settlements south, either Indians or whites, 
the inland communication wonld be preferable; and); where supplies could be obtained, several of his men ve 
colonel G. is inclined individually to the opinion, it|lame from wading through swamps, creeks and ponds 
would prove so for all military defensive ogee ad pod ten days, oe n grass for his horses, which had be- 
which events might render necessary. A road, suffici-| come very feeble, he procured from the fishery by en- 
ently practicable for rapid military movements, and - | treaty pat threats _ hundred pounds of hard biscuit, 
the necessary unimpeded transportation of heavy ord-| (very bad) some salt fish and a small. hog, and from an 
nance, baggage wagons, &c., — of ns could | ~— a es some dried venison, in all about four 
not be constructed but at a cost greatly exceeding the es- | days rations for the party. Major Ciark could obtain 
timate which has been furnished, with a continued an- | no information of the country south; every one declar- 
nual expense to keep it in a proper state of repair. ed they knew nothing of the country ; some Indians 
The population on the route will probably never be! had been through during the dry season, but represent- 
sufficient to contribute to this important object ; while|ed it as entirely impracticable to go through with 
the inducements to individuals to keep up the necessary | horses. | 
ferries will scarcely ever be adequate. Finding he had but five days’ provisions, and it was 
This communication contains, however, only the has- | very uncertain whether the vessel would find her way 
ty. observations and speculations of an individual on a} into the Harbor, he procured two perogues with some 
country made under many unfavourable cireuimstances.| Spaniards and run up the river about five miles, and 
However just may be his inferences from the existing | floated his horses and mules over, where the river was 
state of things, as to the uncertainty of the immediate| about one and a half miles in width; returned to 
concentration of a population south of the Moschetto, | Hillsboro’ Bay in eight days, men on half rations ; one 
it is not improbable that the improvement in the sci-|of his horses broke down near Charlotte river, where 
ence of agriculture, now attracting general attention and he was compelled to leave him. 
the:discovery of some newsouthernstaple; theunknown| Neither Hiilsbororiver or Harbor were then laid down 
value.of some native production with the successfvl in-|on any chart ; he found Vignole’s map very incorrect. 
troduction of fruits, tropical and European, adapted toa} The country from Hillsboro’ to the northeast branch 
climate supplying the deficiencies of a light sandy soil, | of Manatee river, eighteen and a half miles, is generall 
conneeted with the inexhaustible reservoirs of valuable | low and wet ; some rolling pine lands. If itis intended 
fish; extensive ranzes for cattle, and the sea beach annu-|to make a good carriage road, many places will re- 
ally:enriched by the misfortunes of the enterprising; | quire causeways ; this stream, at ordinary seasons, is 
may; on these combined objects of fruit, fish, stock, and | about fifteen yards in width, banks high, can be bridged ; 
wrecking, ‘under a mild and salubrious climate, present | distance from this brageh tothe main river three fourths 
strongiallurements. to’ «migrant adventurers and parti-|of a mile ;. this. stream is sixty. yards in width, banks 
cularly to a class of citizens, whose capital being ton-| high, can be bridged eight and a half miles from the 
nage ; and whose ploughing is confined to the “deep, main branch of the Manatee. Major Clark crossed the 
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south branch, a deep stream about twenty yards in 
width, the banks low ; the country between the two 
streams low and wet, innumerable small creeks, ponds 
and cypress swamps. Forty two and a half miles from 
this stream, is Tolockchopco, or peace river, a deep, ra- 
pid stream, about sixty yards in width ; banks low and 
inundated during the rainy season ; a ferry must be es- 
tablished at this river. The country between the south 
branch of the Manatee and this stream is generally very 
swampy, innumerable cypress ponds, many of them im- 
assable with horses; about ten miles of the distance 
1s dry pine land, some black jack, and occasionally some 
live oak. After leaving this river the country changes ; 
there is very little timber except dwarf pine and cypress 
swamps ; ten miles from the river, they reached the big 
swamp, as it is called by the Indians. It is properly a 
swamp prairie; there is no timber for fourteen and a half 
miles, except on two small creeks, one near the centre, 
the other near the south east side ; this prairie is very 
wet, and in many places difficult for horses to get 
through. 

From that to Charlotte Harbor, a distance of thirty 
four miles, it may be contidered one continued swamp, 
country very low and wet, a thin growth of dwarf pine 
and cypress, the soil the whole distance through white 
sand. The country the whole extent of the Harbor for 
some distance back impassable for horses, low mangrove 
shores, innumerable bayous and swamps. 

There were three fisheries in the Harbor, established 
on the Keys near the entrance, in all forty three Spani- 
ards, and several Indians ; they Kved in huts, construct- 
ed of the palmetto, similar to the Indians, appeared to 
be industrious and attended to their fishery alone. 














DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


: From the Globe, March 19. 
_ Some misapprehension appearing to prevail concern- 
ing the relative situation of Gen. Scott and Gen. Gaines, 
in Florida, we have made inquiries into the subject, and 
are enabled to communicate the following information to 
eur readers. 

There are two Military Departments, the eastern and 
the western. These are divided by a line drawn from 
the southern point of Florida, to the northwest extremi- 
ty of Lake Superior. By inspecting the map, it will be 
seen that this line passes through the theatre of hostile 
operations in Florida, leaving, however, much the larger 
portion, in fact almost all of East Florida, in the eastern 
department, commanded by General Scott. 

hese departments are constituted for the convenience 
of the service ; but itis obvious that their boundaries 
ought not to interfere with operations in the field, as 
otherwise our commanders and armies must be changed, 
whenever an enemy moves out of one department into 
another. Campaigns must be carried on without refer- 
ence to artificial lines. 
_ General Scott was at the seat of Government when 
information was received of the battles with the Semi- 
noles, and as the crisis demanded immediate action, as 
he was upon the spot, and could receive immediately 
the orders of the Government; and as General Gaines’ 
services were required elsewhere, General Scott was or- 
dered to Florida to take the direction of the campaign. 





Circumstances about this time showed the necessity of 


placing an additional force upon our western frontier, 
as wel 
the neutral position of the Government as to a stipula- 
tion in the treaty with Mexico, which requires the Unit- 
ed States to restrain the Indians living within their terri- 
tories, from the commission of hostilities in Mexico. The 
sixth regiment was therefore ordered to the frontier from 
Jefferson barracks, and the state of things demanding the 
presence of an officer of rank and discretion, General 
Gaines was directed to take the personal command in 
Louisiana, with special instructions for his govern- 
ment. The necessary papers were sent to General 
Gaines, who, about this timie, left his head quarters at 
Memphis, and repaired to New Orleans, where ascer- 


taining the lamentable condition of things in Florida, 


with relation to possible duties growing out of 


he ordered a portion of the regular troops to join the 
militia, which was collected there; and taking the 
command, he proceeded on the route to Florida. At 
Pensacola he received a despatch from the Adjutant 
General, communicating to him information of the or- 
ders which were about to issue, and directing him to 
await their reception at New Orleans. The same des- 
patch also enclosed a copy of the order No. 7, which 
placed General Scott in command of the operations in 
Florida, and of so much of the instructions of the 
Secretary of War to that officer, as required him to 
carry on the campaign, without regard to tmentraepadl 
boundaries. 

As General Gaines, however, previously to leaving 
New Orleans, had pledged himself to the volunteers to 
continue with them, and as he had also written to Gene- 
ral Clinch, that he should co-operate with him, he held 
it his duty to proceed, and so reported to the Adjutant 
General. 

It is under these circumstances that both General 
Scott and General Gaines are now in Florida. 





From the Globe, March 21. 

We are desired to correct an error into which we 
were inadvertently led, in our remarks of Saturday, 
concerning the situation of Generals Scott and Gaines 
in Florida. It appears that “order” No. 7, dated Jan- 
uary 21st, from the Adjutant General’s office, which di- 
rected the operations in Florida, was not received by 
General Gaines to Pensacola, though the letter of the 
Adjutant General of the 22d of the same month, an- 
nouncing this order and disposition, reached him at that 
place. The order itself was probably omitted by mis- 
take. We have been furnished with an extract from 
this letter: 

“‘T am instructed to inform you, however, that the 
state of affairs west of the Mississippi may soon require 
your attention, if not your presence, in that quarter; 
accordingly you will be pleasedto await further orders 
in New Orleans. 

«I herewith respectfully inclose order No. 7, by which 
you will see that Major General Scott has been ordered 
to Florida. The turn which affairs have recently taken 
in that quarter, has required considerable drafts on the 
neighboring States for a voluteer and militia force as 
well as an increase of the regular force drawn from the 
seaboard. ; 

«« As the operations against the Seminoles will oblige 
Major General Scott to cross the line of his command, 
authority is given to him to that effect, by instructions 
from the Secretary of War. : 

The instructions which General Gaines was informed 
in the above extract would be given to him for the go- 
vernment of his duties west of the Mississippi, were 
issued on the next day; namely, January 23. 

Extract of a letter from the Secretary of war to Ge- 
neral Scott, dated January 21, 1836, and enclosed to 
General Gaines in the above letter from the Adjutant 
General, which was received at Pensacola, and its re- 
ceipt acknowledged by General Gaines in his letter of 
February 6, 1836: 

“The line dividing your own department from that 
of General Gaines, is at present an imaginary one, and 
would probably, if run, actually pass through the scene 
ot hostilities. "You will pursue your operations, there- 
fore, without regard to any such imaginary line.” 


Despatches were received at the Adjutant General’s 
Office on Saturday evening from Major General Scott, 
from which the following are extracts: 

«HEAD QUARTERS : 
«© ARMY OF FLORIDA, 
Between Picolataand Gary’s Ferry ; 
« Marcu 9, 1836. 

*T have just set out for Fort Drane, via Gary’s 
Ferry, on Black creek, with two companies of regulars, 
and intending to take with me from the latter place the 
small battalion of mounted Georgians, (heretofore men- 
tioned,) under the command of Major Douglass. Lieu- 
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tachment, and the two together make a total of about 
240. But even this small force niay be important to 
rescue Major General Gaines. 

«I had not received the slightest information of the 
operations on the Withlacoochee (official or otherwise) 
of a later date than the 29th ult. up to this morning ; 
and had concluded that he had effected his march, with 
more or less success, against the enemy, upon Tampa 
Bay ; when, at daylight, the steamer, that I am now in, 
arrived, and brought the rumor which is confirmed by 
the two accompanying notes from Paymaster Lytle, re- 
ceived about six hours afterwards. On the reception 
of the rumor I immediately commenced preparations 
for this movement, but being delayed by the necessity of 
unlading and relading the boat, I am now at anchor at 
I hope to put the troops in 
to-morrow, 
and to reach Fort Drane, with a small escort, the day 
It is possible that even these little detach- 


“J am aware that the movement that Iam makin 


a rescue, as premature. Colonel Goodwin’s mounted 


_ regiment only arrived at St. Augustine last night or this 


morning ; and consequently, the left wing cannot be in 
force on the Ocklawaha, in the direction of Pi-lak-a-le- 
kaha, earlier than the 17th, or up with the enemy before 
the 20th inst. Colonel Lindsay, who may have already 
arrived at Tampa Bay, cannot operate more than two 
days’ march from that place from the want of the means 
of transportation, Major General Gaines having taken 
away the horses which were there, and the basis of the 
right wing is merged in the force brought by that Gene- 
ral into the field, and must participate in his success or 
failure. If it falls back with him upon Fort Drane, it 
must suffer great loss, and if it follow him to Tampa 
Bay, it will be wholly out of position. 

**In this and even in a greater state of uncertainty I 
have been ever since the 26th ultimo.” 

Gen. Scott then proceeds to give the reasons which 
have prevented him from having placed in advance a 


larger quantity of prose, which were necessary to 


his operations. These have resulted from the nature 
of the country, where good roads are not to be found— 
from the wetness of the season and from the deficiency in 
the means of transportation, arising from causes entire- 
ly beyond his control ; while at the same time the troops 
under Major General Gaines have occasioned a_ greater 
consumption of provisions than General Scott had cal- 
culated would be required. 

The two letters transmitted by General Scott from 


_ Paymaster Lytle, are dated on the 5th and 8th of March 


—the first merely announced that he had been directed 
by General Clinch to inform General Scott, that his 
communication of yesterday’s date reached ‘him at that 
post after he had mounted his horse, and was on the 
move with the forces under his commiand to escort sup- 
plies to Major General Gaines. The letter concludes 
with giving some information as to the proper route for 
transportation, and announces the arrival of Gen. Gads- 
den, &c. 

The following is a copy of the letter of the 8th, from 
Paymaster Lytle : 

Fort Drang, March 8, 1836. 

Str: By direction of Gen. Clinch, I opened your 
communication of the 6th inst. which arrived late last 
night in advance of the wagons. You will perceive, by 
my ietter of the 5th, that Gen. Clinch, with all the 
forces at his post, and one hundred mounted men from 
the vicinity, had left for Withlacoochee to escort a small 
supply of cattle, ammunition, &c. to Gen. Gaines, hav- 
ing received the night before a third express from that 
officer. No word has been received from either of 
those Generals since the 5th. 

When Gen. Clinch left here he expected to be back 
on the 9th. The probability is, that the wagons will 
return without an escort, there being at present no troops 
here ; and should Gen. Clinch get back before the wag- 
ons depart, his men may be too much fatigued to 








march again immediately ; but this of course is merely 
conjecture. I am satisfied, however, that Gen. Clinch 
would advise that an escort accompany the wagons 
back to this place when reloaded. 

Captain Graham being directed by Gen. Clinch to 
end back the wagons for supplies after their arrival 
ere, will send them to Gary’s, as being the best road. 

Very respectfully, &c. fi 
J.S. LYTLE, 
Maj. Gen. Scorr, U.S. A., 
Commanding in Florida. 


N. B. The amount of Gen. Gaines’s last express to 
Gen. Clinch, dated 8d inst., was merel copies of his 
previous letters, with a note stating that the Indians were 


still around him, but little or no fighting had taken place 
inc © his last communication. 





Correspondence of the Darien Geo., Telegraph. 
[FROM THE EDITOR. ] 


FORT DRANE, (E. F.,) FEB. 27.—We arrived at 


) &|this place about an hour after sunset last evening. I 
may be condemned, if regarded in any other light than es g 


thered a very affecting piece of information from Mr, 
Archibald Bullock, a brother of the respected, Editor 
of theGeorgian, whom I met at Fort King, and who is 
a member of the New-Orieans Greys. It was this. 
The army under General Gaines passed the identical 
spot where the dreadful massacre of Major Dade’s com- 

any took place. It was an error to think that this gal- 
ant band was taken by surprise. The very position in 
which they were placed, showed that they were formed 
in regular battle order. The fact was they were over- 
powered by numbers. The scene of action bore evident 
marks that every Americn on the ground had done his 
duty. A breastwork, about three feet high, was found 
to contain the remains of such as were able to bide the 
storm until the final shower of destruction to lace. 
Here was recognised the bones of the lamented Basin- 
ger. Some of the officers, and one of the three who 
escaped with life, knew his body by a small quantity of 
the hair that once bestrewed his noble forehead. It will 
be a consolation to his friends to know that the horrid 
savage took no scalp from his head. Indeed abundant 
evidence existed to show that the Indians left the field 
recipitately. A great quantity of ornamental jewel- 
leew. ins, broaches, and gold watches, were found on 
the officers, and upwards of $300 in paper, and gold and 
silver was taken from their pockets. The savage bent 
on plunder, would not have left these articles, if he did 
not fear a speedy retribution for his murders. 

Major Dade was the first man killed, and Lieut. Bas- 
inger the last of the officers destroyed. An eye witness 
says that Basinger’s last words were— Come boys, let 
us sell our lives as dearly as possible ;” the next volly 
laid him low with his commander. The vultures made 
fearful ravages on their mortal remains ; but let us draw 
a veil over this part of the narative, Gen. Gaines had 
them all decently intered; but surely American grati- 
tnde will not stop here. Let a lasting monument be 
erected to perpetuate the names of the highest and the 
lowest soldier who fell on the spot, performing a sacred 
duty to his country. Let it be at once a monument of 
American chivalry, and an eternal mark of Indian tur- 
pitude. 

The Louisiana volunteers sustained great misery from 
the want of provisions. Many of them were glad to 
give $2 for halfa biscuit, Itis to be hoped that they 
will be more plentifully supplied in future. 


From the Newbern, N. C. Spectator, Feb. 26. 
FLORIDA. 


We refer our readers to the communication of our es- 
teemed correspondent, Viator, which appears to-day. 
The writer is good authority for the facts which he 
states ; perfectly conversant with Indian affairs, as well 
as with the theatre which the Seminoles have chosen for 
their depredations, having resided there. 


Gentlemen.—The Seminoles and Creeks, you perceive, 
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are waging a most ruthless war in Florida. 
Seminoies and Creeks, for I am confident they are in co- 
operation. Last summer two or more Creeks were re- 

rted as being in the Seminole nation, to General 
Thompson, theis agent, who immediately sent runners 
to apprehend and bring them to the agency. ‘The run- 
bers, however, were too late. The Creeks had staid 
but a day or two, and had returned home. Some weeks 
after this, a letter was received at Fort King from Fort 
Mitchell, stating that several Seminoles had appeared 
among the Creek nation; and, I think added turther, 
that they seemed to be acting as a deputation. These 
facts, together with the late suspicious circumstances, I 
think strong proofs of the concert of action of the two 
nations. 

They have thus far been carrying things with a bold 
and resolute hand. Every thing, wherever they have 
been unchecked, has fallen belore their devastating fury 
Whether they will be brought to unconditional submis- 
sion, as some suppose, by the setting in of summer,I 
think very questionable. The spirit of victory among 
our troops is indeed very strong; and,in any other coun- 
try than Florida, I beleive the Seminoles would be forc- 
ed to an immediate surrender. But Florida, with its 
many advantages forIndian warfare, and its many disad- 
vantages for the operations of our troops, I tear will 
make the total subjuzation of the Seminoles, a work of 
more time and eiiort than persons generally suppose. 
There is the climate with its miasmaia, which in alt pro- 
bability, will limit the otfensive operations of our troops 
to the end of May. The dense hammocks, scarcely pen- 
etrable but by those who know their thoroughfares ; 
forming secure retreats to the Indians, but almost insu- 

erable obstacles toour troops; the unexplored state of 

e Southern part of the territory, making the obstacles 
to be encountered doubtful, and therefore the provision 
against them uncertain; the great abundance of the In- 
dian’s aliment, the cocuntte root, and the ease with which 
it may be gathered by the women ; the great difficulty 
of provisioning our eg particularly in the southern 

art of Florida. When all these things are considered, 
can scarcely believe the subjugation of the Seminoles, 
headed as they are by their warlike and resolute chiefs, 
Jumper and Oceola, will be the business of but a month 
or two. I have no doubt, when the Indians find they can- 
not withstand the troops sent against them, they will re- 
treat to their fastnesses in the south ; and, if they cnce de- 
termine to conceal themselves,it wi!! be no ordinary search 
that will ferret them out. The southern part of Florida, 
is as yet an unexplored country; but, so far asa re- 
cannoissance has gone, it is believed to be one unbroken 
extent of water, morass, and thick hammock You will 
receive, then, this is no ordinary country to operate in. 
Indeed, the only way, it seems to me, in which our troops, 
in case of the theatre of their operations being in the 
southern part of Florida, can be provisioned, will be, to 
have vessels coasting on either side, whose movements 
will correspond with the movements of the troops, and 
from which a constant supply of provisions can be had. 
_ The disturbances among the Seminoles have grown 
out of the execution by the Government of some of the 
incipient measures preparatory to their removal west, 
agreeably tothe treaty, I think, of 1832. This treaty, 
I believe, was made by a delegation of chiefs, who 
were authorised by the tribe to go west and inspect the 
country intended for them by our Government; and, if 
they found it asuitable one, to conciude the treaty stip- 
ulating their migration. The treaty contemplated their 
removal in three bodies, the whole to have been removed 
by the end of last year. ‘The Indians, however, soon af- 
ter the ratification of the treaty, discovered a disposition 
to resist its requirements; and the Government, up to the 
time of the breaking out of the present war, has been 
engaged in such conciliatory measures as it thought 
would best conduce to its voluntary fulfilment. It is 
much to be regretted now, that the Seminoles were not 
forced at once to fulfil their engagements. Such, I be- 
lieve, is the course which should always be pursued to- 
wards the Indians. They are a base and malignant peo. 
ple, and are not to be trusted. They are susceptible to 


I say the: 





———— 
neither reasoning nor beneficent impressions; and to 
waste time in attempting toprodu ce them, is not only to 
give them confidence in their powers of resistance, but 
perchance, as in the present instance, to encouraye them 
to open hostilities. 

That General Clinch has done every thing in his 
power to remove the Seminoles, I do believe. Never 
was there one more capable for that business; and I am 
prone to believe, had he been seconded to tke letter, in 
his calls upon the Department for an ample force, the 
Indians at this time, would either have been in quietude, 
or on their way to the west. I have heard from various 
and respectable sources, that he made two requisitions 
for about 1060 regular troops, and that in both instan- 
ces, they were complied with but in part. The small 
force of two hundred men, sent to hin last spring, it 
would seem, has been only a tempting dit to the Semino- 
les. There seems to be a disposition on the part of 
some persons, to blame Clinch for his conduct of the 
Seminole business; but I hope the public, before they 
decide, will await the publication of ail the official cor- 
respondence, and then, that they will be so free of bias, 
as to cast their censure wherever it may be deserved, 
without respect to persons. 

About the middle of April of last year, a council was 
held at Fort King, when the Government, in insisting 
upon the removal of the Indians, again presented the 
treaty for their signatures. About one-half of the chiefs 
signed the treaty, the famous Oceola pleading as an ex- 
cuse for his not signing it, that he was anxious to do so, 
but that his subordinate situation to his immediate chief, 
Olatemeko, who disapproved of the treaty, rendered it 
impossible. Some weeks subsequent to this, Oceola 
called upon the Indian Agent upon business connected 
with the nation. He was evidentiy under the effects of 
liquor, and in his reinarks betrayed the greatest excite- 
ment. He told the Agent, among other things, that the 
white men must be o:f; that the land was theirs, and 
they would have it. His excitement increasing, and his 
gesticulations becoming more and more violent, the 
Agent sent word to the commanding officer of what was 
transpiring. The commanding officer directed the guard 
to apprehend him and conduct him to the guard-house. 
As soon as Oceola saw the guard, with their bayonets 
charged, approaching him he sprang upon his feet, gave 
the war whoop, and it was said, swore his revenge. 
The next day he told the Agent he had been acting like 
a great fool; that he acted so because he was drunk; 
and that if he would release him, he would not onl 
sign the treaty himself, but would persuade the Mica- 
soukies also to sign. Of course, this, of itself, was of 
no avail; but the chiefs of the Micasoukies voluntarily 
offering to sign the treaty, provided Oceola were re- 
leased, he was released, and the Micasoukies complied 
with their engagements. 

The first indication after this, of a spirit of resistance 
by the Seminoles, was the murder of Dalton, the mail 
carrier between Tampa and Fort King. This, though 
it created strong suspicions, gave no positive assurance 
of the general hostility of the Micasoukies. The first 
demonstration of this kind, was the murder of Charley 
Omatelah, the most steadfast supporter of the treaty, by 
Oceola and his dependents. Omatelah, at the time of 
his death, was with his daughters, on his return from 
Fort King. On the succeeding day, he intended driving 
his cattle to the place of appraisement; and it was 
doubtless to nip the fulfilment of the treaty in the bud, 
that Oceola shot him down. J am told that it occurred 
to the officers of the garrison, after the intelligence of 
Omatelah’s death, that Oceola’s Tustenegge, (Lieuten- 
ant, as he calls him ) Tom, had been in the garrison the 
morning of Omatelah’s murder, and that contrary to his 
usual habit he was grave and thoughtful, and disinclined 
to shake hands. Itocecurred to them also, that he seemed 
agitated when Omatelah was near him; and that ever 
and anon he had his eyes keenly fixed upon him. This 
of course was an after thought; but I have no doubt 
the Tustenegge was in at Omatelah’s massacre. 

Omatelah’s murder was the first signal of decided hos- 
tility ; and whatis much to-be lamented, the greater. por- 








‘courteous, and hearty in the shake of his hand. 
- lect once to have seen him on the piazza of the officers’ 
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tion of the friendly Indians, believing our force too small to 
protect them, were constrained to go over to the enemy. 
Charley Omatelah was one of those who went to exa- 
mine the land fixed upon for them by our Government. 
He was always a fir.n advocate for emigration—he 
spoke a little 2nzlish, and this faculty, with his amia- 
ble, sociable countenance and manners, mad2 him an 
object of interest to all the garrison. He was about 5) 
years of aze, and about 5 feet, 11 inches high—his fraine 
wa3 larz2 and muscular. In Council, he discovered 
more foresizht and coinmon sense than any other of the 
Caiefs. H2 has left two or three very interesting dauzh- 
ters, to moura his loss ; and, now, whilst I faacy thea 
in their neat dresses and orderly deportineat, gravely 
following their becoming father into garrisoi, aad thea 
think that that kind and beloved father is now no more, 
I feel inclined with them to drop a tear to his inewory. 
Oceola is an upstart in the nation ; but one wno has 
obtained his present hizh elevation, by his energy and 
his talents. He was, atone time, in tne employ of the 
= at Fort King, to inflict the penalties of the In- 
ian law upon all those of his nation, who were fouad 
outside of their boundary. For a while, it is said, he 
proved both vigilant and efficient ; but, then, he became 
more and more relaxed in his castigations ; was full of 
solicitations for impunity to the aggressors ; and fiually 
went over to the Micasoukies, as one of their sub- 
Chiefs. Though he never took an open partin the Na- 
tiogal Councils, he was always believed to have con- 
siderable influence ; he has an unbounded ambition, and 
I suspect, is second only to Jumper in determinedaess 
and in vizorous intellect. Heis a half breed, about 6 feet 
high, of a spare frame, and hasa “lean and hungry 
look.” At first sight you would suppose him feebie ; 
but on a closer view, you will find him of a structure 
well knit and sinewy,—his face is all vivacity, and, 
marked, as itis, with the worn liseaments of incessant 
thought and ever active passion, it is strikingly expres- 
sive. In his salutations, he is full of smiles, exceedingly 
I recol- 


quarters, whilst Micanope, the ostensible Chief of the 
nation, was closeted with General Clinch, in his office, 
which opened upon the stoop. .Micanope is a fat, lub- 
berly Guloseton kind of a man, and is ever a stupid fool, 
when not replenished by his “* sense bearer,” (as he calls 
him) Abraham, who was on the present occasion ab- 
sent. Oceola well knew this, and therefore, it was, that 
he betrayed the anxiety he did, to be near Micanope, to 
give him the proper cue for a non-commitment. He 
would stand ai the door apparently in the attention of an 
eaves-dropper ; then he would be pecping into this and 
then into that window ; ever assuming that peculiar air 
of curiosity, discernible only in the Indian. Becoming 
more and more impatient of his exclusion from the con- 
ference, he suddenly stalked across the stoop, jerked out 
his knife, and flourished it around his head with the 
most savage veliemence. Never have I seena more 
striking figure than he presented at that time. Of a 
fine rigid frame—his costume as appropriate as it was 
striking, gave grace as wellas diguity to his attitudes. 
On his head was a turban, garnished with two long 
drooping feathers—his hair, of glossy blackness, fell in 
thick profusion around a face of the most beautiful va- 
riety of expression when unrufiled; but now exhibiting 
a mixture of hate and unconquerable resolution. Cou- 

le these characteristics with his sturdy stride, his signi- 
ficant shake of his head, and his uplifted hand, clench- 
ing and flourishing with savage ferocity his knife, and 
you may form some conception of him as he then ap- 
peared to me. 

Oceola is not the chief of the Seminoles, as some 
suppose. He is, as I have said before, a subordinate 
Chief among the Micasoukies. The nominal Chief of 
the nation is Micanope ; though Jumper, who is ex- 
ceedingly intelligent, and I suspect the most influential 
Chief in the nation, has always taken the lead in Coun- 
cil. Oceola, however,I should think the more active 
Chief as well as the better General ; Jumper being now 
rather old. Oceola, I should say, is about 35 ‘years old, 





and Jumper about 55. Oceola seems to have headed 
all the large parties in the late engagements. At the 
battle of the Withlacouchie, he is said to have been very 
conspicuous. He is reported to have used all his elo- 
quence to encourage his men—ever and anon he was 
heard to cry out to them, not to flinch before the pale 
faces—that the river was between them and the enemy ; 
and that there were but a handful of regulars. But all 
would not do. The regulars, backed by but 25 militia 
of the 499 who were at hand, by their dogged perseve- 
rance and unflinching bravery, overcame the foe, though 
fron four to five tines their number, and encouraged 
too in their erontery by a thick hammock in their 
rear, securing to them an unmolested retreat. Jt is much 
to be regretted, that but 25 of the 400 militia, who were 
fighting for their firesides, could get into the engagement. 

If the regulars had been sustained by the 400 militia, 
the investinent of the Indians would have been almost 
certain ; and, as a consequence, their almost total pros- 
tration prodbable—as it was, they were only repulsed by 
the regulars, to be met again with their confidence 
scarcely shakened. 

Oceola is a wonderfully shrewd man, as his politic 
conduct towards General Thompson will show. Thomp- 
son, it would seem, proved a dupe in his beneficence to 
Oceola, I have been told that he had such a regard for 
the Chief, that when he went to Savannah to visit his 
family,he purchased a beantiful rifle for him; and 
there is but little doubt, if Thompson gave it to him, 
that that was the rifle Oceola used, when he added his 
bullet to the fifteen which passed through his benefac- 
tor. -Are such men to be amused with attempts to ex- 
cite their beneficence ? 

Itis to be hoped, now, the people will see the necessity, 
if not of an increase, at least of the establishment of a 
standing army. If our statesmen were more: regardless 
than they are, of ephemeral popularity—more determined 
on prospective good ; these sudden drains upon the Trea- 
sury, and heart-rending scenes, would not be known. 
But no—it seems to be our destiny never to perceive evils 
till we can feel them. Is it ever to be so? 

VIATOR. 





An officer of the Georgia volunteers who marched to 
Fort King with Gen. Clinch, writes as follows— 

To give some idea of the scarcity at Fort King I will 
mention that $3 was paid for one biscuit, $1 per gill for 
liquor—$20 per gallon was offered for liquor and would 
have been given readily. I think in one instance $100 
was offered for one gallon. Money was of no use, grog 
usurped its place and would buy any thing in the eating 
line. I offered a U. S. soldier, twenty-five cents for his 
cup of coffee, and he would not take it, but would have 
given it up instantly for a drink of liquor. The geno- 


rous fellow divided it with me and would not charge a 
cent. 


Gen. Macoms left Norfolk on Friday afternoon 18th 
inst. in the Steam Packet South Carolina, Capt. Rollins, 


for Charleston, on his way tothe seat of War in Flo- 
rida. 


LitTLe Rock, Feb. 22, 1836. 
Lieut. Deas and Dr. Ranpauy, U. 8. Army, and 
Beattie, Agent for the contractor, returned to this 
place last week from removing a party of emigrating 
Creek Indians, with whom they passed this place for the 
west on the 8th ult., and are still remaining here, wait- 
ing for a passage down the river. 





Tue Inprans.—The Chicago American of February 
27th, has the following paragraph in relation to the In- 
dians on the western frontier : 

“Rumor says the Indians on our frontier are discontent- 
ed, and that those who were removed west of the Missis- 
sippi are returning. If such be the case, we may have 
another Black Hawk affair. The number of warriors in 
the neighboring tribes is estimated at 4600 to 5000. The 
country is wholly unprepared for resistance, in case the 
Indians should commence hostilities. ” 
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From the Chicago American, March 5. 

We stated, last week, that rumors were current “ that 
the Indians on our frontier were discontented, and that 
those who were removed west of the Mississippi were 
returning,” We are gratified in being able to state 
that—though such rumors were rife—they were without 
foundation, as will be seen by the following note from 
Captain Russell, Indian Agent: 

R. Davis: I wish merely to inform you that not a 
word of truth is in the rumor, as stated in your last paper 
relative to the Indians on our froutier being discontented. 
There is’ no such feeling existing awong them; and 
from recent information which I have received from 
their head Chief, now with the party that emigrated last 
fall, they are contented and were pleased with their lo- 
cation, and have no desire to return. 

; J. B. F. RUSSELL, 
Capt. U.S, A., Act’g. Ind. Ag’t. 


All the Indians on our frontier will, it is understood, 
be removed early this spring.—Jbid. 
ConDITION oF PAssep MIDSHIPMAN BARTON, WOUND- 
ED IN THE SMYRNA DUEL. 


Letter froman officer of the United States Navy, dated 
Gibraltar, January 31st, 1836, to an officer of the Navy, 
at Philadelphia. 

Dear Sir :—I promised Passed Midshipman Barton to 
inform you, by the first opportunity, of his condition. 
We left him at Smyrna, on the 5th inst. doing well in 
every respect. The ball wound had healed ; the coun- 
ter opening which was made for the extraction of the ball 
was still discharging. The only obstacle to a speedy 
recovery, was a fragment of the Tibia,* which was ex- 
foliating, but not sufficiently detached to be removed 
by incision. This fragment had been put in its place at 
the first dressing, and it was the opinion of Dr. Boyd, 
the Mediterranean Fleet Surgeon, who attended him, 
that it would have united, as did the other, had not Mr. 
Barton been subjected to two removals.t The ball tra- 
versed the Tibia in its upper third, fracturing it trans- 
versely, and splintering it longitudinally, and lodged pos- 
teriorly to it,in the gastrocnemii. The entrance of the 
ball being on the front, could not give vent to the dis- 
charge ; and therefore Dr. Boyd cut down to the ball, 
removed it, and dressed the incision, so as to heal it b 
the first intention, if nature should consolidate the bone, 
without producing any suppuration in the soft parts, or 
to serve as an outlet against any accumulation that might 
form in the inflammatory wage. The sloughs were 
thrown off favourably ; no accidentsoccurred. The Ti- 
bia had consolidated, with the exception of the above 
mentioned fragment. The Surgeon under whose charge 
he was left by Dr. Boyd, when the Constitution sailed, 
perceived the necessity of removing it by incision, as 
soon as a slight sore throat which Mr. Barton labored 
under, subsided. After the treatment Mr. Barton re- 
ceived from Com. Elliott, Dr. Boyd could not find it in 
his heart or his judgment, to urge his going on board the 
Constitution, and he (Dr. B.) insisted on his not being 
sent to the Shark. To leave him at Smyrna was his own 
request. 





*Large bone of the leg. 

+The conduct of Com. Elliott, in ordering these cure re- 
tarding removals, is before the country, and we trust the 
Navy Department. 





Navat.—The U. S. schr. Grampus, Lieut. Com. 
Cuas Boarman, destined for the West India station, 
came out of the dry dock at Gosport, a few days since, 
and will probably drop down to the anchorage off the 
Naval Hospital to-morrow, whence she will sail next 
week for her station. Her commander arrived here on 
Sunday last. 

The sloop of war Falmouth, came out of dock same 
day and we learn that the Fairfield has gone into dock 
for repairs.—Norfolk Beacon, March 23. 


Commodore Patrerson has entered upon the duties 





of Commandant of the Navy Yard in this city. Captain 
GALLAGHER, who recently had charge of this post, re- 
tires, we understand, for the present to his residence 
near Wilmington, Del.— Washington Globe. 


From the Pensacola Gazette, March 12. 


The frigate Constellation and the sloop of war St. 
Louis, came up from the Navy Yard on Wednesday last. 
We understand the sloop of war Warren, will sail in a 
few days. Her present destination is Key West, at which 
place she will remain sometime. It is very untortu- 
nate, that at this moment the government cannot com- 
mand the services of a few armed vessels, of a light 
draught of water, to cruise among the islands, bays and 
inlets of the peninsula. It was understood some time 
ago, that the Revenue Cutters had been placed under 
the direction of Com. Dallas for this purpose. This ap- 
pears now, not to be the case; indeed, it is questionable 
whether they are suitable craft for such aservice. They 
are generally sharp, and draw too much water, still, how- 
ever, they might be employed to great advantage, in cut- 
ting off all intercourse between the Indians and the fish- 
ermen of the West Indies, as well as in transporting 
troops from point to point along the peninsula. 


H. B. M. schr. Pike, Lieut. Brooking, bound from 
Port Koyal to Montego Bay, on the night of the 5th inst., 
struck on the Pelican Reef, supposing herself to be far- 
ther southward. By the exertions of the officers, aly 
seconded by several gentlemen from the shore, the whole 
of the crew were saved, although the vessel herself is 
a total wreck. 





PASSENGERS ARRIVED. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., Mar. 15—Per steamboat Wm. 
Seabrook from Savannah, Major B. A. Boynton, U.S. A- 

March 21—Per steampacket South Carolina,from Nor- 
folk, Major Gen. A. Macomb, Major S. Cooper, and 
Lieut. J. H. Simpson, of the U. S. Army. 

New York, March 23—Per steampacket Wm. Gib- 
bons, from Charleston, Lt. C. Graham, of the Army. 





TO MARINERS. 


E. I. Monsoon or 1836.—WNottficatron of the proba- 
ble discontinuance of the Light at Point Palmyras, dur- 
ing the S. W. Monsoon of 1836.—The encroachment of 
the Sea on the Island of Mypurrah, (commonly called 
Point Palmyras) rendering it highly probable that the 
Light cannot be continued during the next S. W. Mon- 
soon. Notice is hereby given, that should discontinu- 
ance take place, the Senior Pilot at the station will burn 
a Blue Light, and immediately after firea Rocket, every 
half hour during the night, commencing at 7 P. M. and 
ending at 5 A. M. 

2. The vessel on board of which such Senior Pilot 
may be, will be instructed to take up a position the point 
bearing W. by N. distant 18 miles, and in 18 or 20 
fathoms water, and to keep in that position during the 
night as near as possible. 

3. The vessel on board of which the next turn pilot 
may be, will be directed to burn a maroon every half 
hour, i. e. one quarter of an hour after the burning of 
the blue light and firing of the rocket, and vessels want- 
ing a pilot are required to make for the vessels so burn- 
ing the maroon, if they can do so without inconvenience, 
as referred to in the notification issued from this office, 
under date ist July last. 

4. The simultaneously firing a rocket, with the burn- 
ing of a blue light, is ordered to distinguish the pilot’s 
station off the point, from the floating light vessel, at the 
entrance of the eastern channel ; itis intended at the close 
of the present monsoon to.cause a survey to be held on 
the state of the Island, when a definite notice will be 
issued. 

By order of the Marine Board, 
CHAS. B. GREENLAW, Secretary. 

Fort William, (Calcutta, the 27th Oct. 1835. 



































ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE, 01 
ORIGINAL POETRY. | WASHINGTON CITY; 


Mr. Eprror:—In 1823, I visited Richmond, Va., and 
had the pleasure of being introduced to the late Joun 
M’CrEERrY, Esq., author of «‘The American Star,” &c. 
then residing at Petersburg, and familiarly called the 
Virginian poet. An imported new air, entitled « The 
Knight Errant,” was at this time very popular; I hap- 
pened casually to remark at a late hour of the night to 
my friend M’Creery, that I thought a national song to 
this tune, would be a splendid addition to his many spirit- 
stirring melodies, and suggested the idea of having each 
stanza finish with ““ WAsHINGTON THE Brave.” Be- 
fore I arose the next morning, he entered my chamber, 
and placed the two first verses of the following original 
on my pillow. The concluding ones are from the pen 
of your very obedient servant, J. R. M’C. 

Fort McHenry, Md. 


WASHINGTON THE BRAVE. 


The war-whoop thro’ the forest rings 
And strikes the startled deer, 

And bounding o’er the mighty deep, 
Britannia’s sons appear,— 

But who is he of nobler port ; 
Who draws the shining glave 

The light’nings flash is in his eye ?>— 
°Tis Washington the brave ! 


Beside him Justice trims her scale, 
And Freedom’s songs arise, 

Fresh laurels bloom upon his brow, 
And Fame before him flies, 

Oh mighty chief, around thy head 
Shall Victory’s banner wave, 

And future millions bless the name, 
Of Washington the brave.— 


In silent sadness weeping lay, 
Columbias daughters low, 

Their tresses bound with mantle gray, 
Their cheeks were pale with woe, 

Oh! mighty heaven protect they cried, 
All those we cannot leave, 

Their prayers were heard,—and all rejoin, 
In Washington the brave-— 


From foreign climes, another chief, 
To aid us in our strife, 

His person risked, his fortune spent, 
And left his home—his wife ; 

His generous soul with ardour glow’d 
Our liberties to save,— 

And good Lafayette’s name will live, 
With Washington the brave.— 





LINES 


On the death of RoswE tt, son of Lieutenant Gro. Wricut 
Adjutant 3d Infantry U. S. A. 


Weep not for him whom the veil of the tomb, 
In life’s happy morning hath hid from your eyes, 
Ere sin threw a blight o’er the spirit’s young bloom, 
Or earth had protaned what was born for the skies. 


Deathchill’d the fair fountain ere sorrow had stained it, 
’ Twas frozen in all the pure light of its course, 

And but sleeps till the sunshine of Heaven has unchain’d it, 
To water the Eden where first was its source. 


Mourn, mourn not for him, nor longer bewail 
Your youngest and loveliest, lost to you now, 
Ere life’s early lustre had time to grow pale, 
Or the wrinkles of sorrow were seen on his brow. 


Oh! then was his moment, dear spirit, for flying 
From this gloomy world, while its gloom was unknown 
And the wild accents he lisped so sweetly in dying, 
Were echoed in Heaven by lips like his own. 


Weep not for him! in his spring time he flew 
To the land where the wings of the soul are unfarled ; 
And now, like a star, beyond evening’s cold dew, 
Looks radiantly down on the tears of this world. 





BE peistininagsinaneangnia sieten MARCH 31, 1836. 





To CorrEsPoNDENTS.—We have another communi- 
cation from Subaltern himself, and not wishing to con- 
tinue the discussion farther, we have delivered it to the 
gentleman authorised to receive the previous one. 

*« Decatur ”—* Waist Belts *—and “‘ E.’’—shall ap- 
pear next week. ‘ Tompion,” and “J. 8.” are in type. 


SEMINOLE CAMPAIGN. 

By the southern mail of Tuesday evening, advices 
were received from the seat of war. The following let- 
ter from an officer of the Army to another officer in this 
city,is as authentic and full as any account that we have 
seen. 

“ Garry's Ferry, Brack CREEK, 
16th March, 1836. 

“ Major Lear, 4th Inf’y. arrived here last evening 
from Fort Drane, on his way to Baton Rouge. He ac- 
companied Major Gen. Gaines from Tampa to Fort 
King, and returned with him to Withlacoochee. He 
gave me the following information. Gen. Gaines ap- 
proached the Withlacoochee on the afternoon of the 27th 
ult. ; soon after his arrival, the Indians, perceiving that 
he did hasten to cross the river, opened a fire from the 
opposite bank, which they kept up during the night. The 
next morning, about 8 o’clock, every thing being as still 
as death on the opposite bank, a field piece was fired 
from the little entrenchment that the troops had thrown 
up, (by way of inviting Oseola to the combat,) and im- 
mediately a thousand yells were uttered on all sides, 
the Indians having crossed the river and surrounded 
the entrenchment, at least three faces of it—the fourth 
resting on the river, which is some forty or fifty yards 
broad. The firing continued for eight days, not to speak 
of a lively “sprinkling” by night. The besieging par- 
ty, consisting of about 200 warriors, was regularly re- 
lieved, night and day, and the firing was particularly 
lively when the drums beat for guard-mounting within the 
entrenchment. It was supposed a thousand warriors 
had crossed the river to attaek the camp, and judging by 
the firing and yelling, a large number remained on the 
other side. 

* Lieut. Izard was wounded in the head on the second 
day, and died on the 3d inst. Only four men were killed, 
and about fifty wounded, during the eight days fighting. 

“ The Indians, finding that they were gaining nothing 
by the siege, and doubtless aware of the approach of 
Gen. Clinch, sent a negro to learn if a flag would be re- 
spected. Being so informed, Oseola, with his body 
guard of some two hundred, approached the camp to 
meet those sent out by Gen. Gaines. He said he would 
fight no more ; he was tired of fighting; but he was un- 
willing to leave Florida; he wished to have the country 
South of the Withlacoochee! This, of course, was re- 
fused. However, articles of agreement were Crawn up, 
and nearly all of them had been read and assented to, 
by the Indians or Oseola, when the advance guard of 
Gen. Clinch unexpectedly approached, and fired ( be- 
fore they could be warned ) upon the Indians. The In- 
dians betook themselves to the hammocks as quickly ag 
they could, and did not return the fire. This, of course, 
broke up the conference. 
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~ « Gen. Gaines waited several days to hear from the In- 

dians; but nothing further was done. The troops re- 
turned to Fort Drane for subsistence, having eaten horse 
flesh for some days. Gen. Gaines has left for New Or- 
leans, via Tallahassee. Gen. Scott is in command at 
Fort Drane, and is to be on the bank of the Withlacoo- 
chee on the 25th inst , where are to be Oseola and the 
main body of the Indians, for peace or for war. 

“Since Gen. Scott’s arrival at Fort Drane, an express 
has been sent to accept the services of 500 Creek In- 
dians, that have volunteered their services. This shows 
that little confidence is reposed in Oseola’s professions 
of peace.” 





Major Kirby, with two companies of U. S. Troops, 
arrived at Williams’ ( 14 miles below Camp McRae,) on 
the Sth inst. in the steamboat Dolphin. 





Tue New Inrantry Tactics.—The communi- 
cation of “Hindman,” in this days paper, concludes 
the series of articles in defence of the new system of 
Infantry Tactics, and in reply to “ Clairfait,” and other 
writers. 

As Clairfait has been particularly alluded to by Hind- 
man, it will naturally be expected that he should in turn 
have something to say for himself; but if our surmises 
are correct, (and we have nothing but surmise to guide 
us in the case, ) the author of Clairfait is no longer 
among the living. 

If we should be in error, however, Clairfait will in 
due time answer for hiinself. 


PROMOTION IN THE NAVY. 


Lieutenant Tuomas Paine, to be Master Comman- 
dant, and take rank from 3d March, 1835, next after E. 
B. Babbit. 





Captain John B. Nicolson, of the U. 8. Navy, has pre- 
sented to the corporation of Richmond, his native city, 
portraits of Columbus and Americus Vespucius, copied 
rom original paintings at Naples. 





THE LATE BREVET MAJOR N. CLARK. 


At a meeting of the officers of the United States Army, 
stationed at Fort Howard, and convened at that post on the 
27th of February, 1836, in consequence of the death of 
their highly esteemed and meritorious brother officer, the 
late Brevet Major NatHan C ark, of the 5th Infantry, 
Brevet Brigadier General G. M. Brooke was called to 
the chair, and 2d Lieutenant I. Lynde appointed Secre- 
tary. 

On motion, it was resolved, that the Chairman appoint 
a Committee to prepare Resolutions expressive of the feel- 
ings of the apetng, 

The following officers were appointed the Committee : 

Surgeon R. S. Satterlee, U.S. A. 

Captain Martin Scott, 5th Infantry, 

Ist Lieutenant William Alexander, 5th Infantry, and 

2d Lieutenant William Chapman, 5th Infantry. 

The Committee presented the following Resolutions, 
which were unanimously adopted : 











the deceased, the members of this meeting will, ( and that 
they recommend. to the officers of the 5th Infantry and 
those serving with it to,) wear the usual badge of mourn- 
ing for thirty days. 

Resolved, That the General Commanding be requested 
to forward a copy of these proceedings to the afflicted 
widow and family of Major Clark ; as also the Secretary of 
this meeting one, for publication in the Army and Navy 
Chronicle. 

GEO. M. BROOKE, But. Brigadier General. 

R.S. SATTERLEE, Surgeon U. 8S. A. 

M. SCOTT, Capt. 5th Regt Inf. 

Wma. ALEXANDER, Ist Lieut. 5th Regt. Inf. 

Sr. CLAIR DENNY, Ist Lieut. 5th Regt. Inf. 

M. E. MeRRILL, tst Lieut. 5th Regt. Inf. 

R. E. CLARY, 2d Lieut. 5th Regt. Inf. 

C. C. SIBLEY, 2d Lieut. 5th Regt. Inf. 

C. C. DAVEISS, 2d Lieut. 5th Regt. Inf. 

Wa. CHAPMAN, 2d Lieut. §& Adj’t. 5th Regt. Inf. 

R. B MARCY, 2d Lieut. 5th Regt. Inf. 

W. M. D. McK'SSACK, But. 2d Lieut. 5th Regt. Inf. 

R. A. WAINWRIGHT, Bot. 2d Lieut. 5th Regt. Inf. 

I. LYNDE, 2d Lieut. 5th Regt. Inf. and Sec’y. 

A tribute of respect to the memory of the lute Brevet Major 

N. CLARK, of the 5th Regiment U. S. Infantry, who 

died at Fort W:nnebago on the \8th of February, 1836. 


At ameeting of the officers stationed at Fort Winnebago, 
convened in consequence of the death of Brevet Major 
Crark, the following resolutions were unanimously adopt- 
ed; 

Rerolved, That we deeply lament and deplore the loss 
of our much esteemed friend and brother officer, Brevet 
Major N. Crark. 

esolved, That we do most sincerely sympathise with 
his distressed family in their irreparable loss. 

Resolved, That in his death society has lost one of its 
brightest ornaments, his brother officers one of their warm- 
est friends, and the service avaluable and efficient officer. 

Resolved, ‘That a copy of the foregoing resolutions be hand- 
ed to his bereaved widow, and that the same be furnished 
to the Editors of the Army and Navy Chronicle, and N. Y. 
Courier and Enquirer. 

J. GREEN, Jajor 5th Inf. Commanding Post. 

L. FOOT, Surgeon U.S. A. 

G. LOW, Capt. 5th Inf. 

A. JOHNSTON, Lieut. 5th Inf. 

A. 8. HOOE, Lieut. 5th Inf. 

E, M. LACY, Lieut. 5th Inf. 

J. T. COLLINSWORTH, Lieut, 5th Inf. 

H. P. VAN CLEVE, Lieut. 5th Inf. 

J. H. WHIPPLE, Lieut. 5th Inf. 


At a meeting of the undersigned, officers of the United 
States army, convened at Fort Dearborn, Ill. on the 10th 
of March, 1836, Brevet Maj. D. Wicox, 5th Inf’y. was 
called to the chair, and Brevet 2d Lt. A. H. Tappen ap- 
pointed Secretary ; whereupon the following named gen- 
tlemen were appointed a committee by the Chair to draft 
resolutions expressive of the feelings of the meeting on the 
melancholy intelligence of the death of Captain and Bre- 
vet Major CLARK, 5th Infantry U.S. Army ; 

Captain J. B. F. Russe xt, 

Ist Lieut. L. T. Jamison, Committee. 

Ass’t. Surgeon P. Maxwe t, ! 

The following resolutions having been reported by the 
Committee, were adopted unanimously ; 

Resolved, That in the death of Brevet Major Cuarx, 


| 5th Infantry U.S. Army, we condole with the widow and 
\family in their distressing and irreparable bereavement, 
| and, that in the death of this gallant soldier and faithful 
| servant, the public service has sustained a great loss. 


Resolved, That as a mark of respect tothe memory of the 
deceased, we will wear the usual badge of mourning for 
thirty days. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be com- 


Resolved, ‘That the members of this meeting sincerely | municated to the widow of the late Brevet Major Ciark, 
Jament the death of our late associate and friend, Captain | and that a copy be furnished to the Head Quarters of the 


and Brevet Major N. Ciark, of the Sth regiment of U 


-|regiment, and one for publication in the Army and Navy 


S. Infantry ; that in all the endearing relations of husband, | Chronicle. 


father, and friend, added to his unsullied character as a 
entleman and soldier, we cherish the highest respect for 
is memory. 

Resoloed, That we tender to his afflicted family our 
warmest feelings of sympathy, in the state of bereavement 
, aoa they have been placed by this afflicting Provi- 

ence. 


Resolved, That as a mark of respect for the memory of 





D. WILCOX, Bot. Major 5th Infantry. 

J.B. F. RUSSELL, Capt. 5th Infantry. 

S. JOHNSON, Capt. 2d Infantry. 

D. HUNTER, Capt. Dragoons. 

T. L. JAMISON, Lieut. 5th Infantry. 

P. MAXWELL, Ass’t. Surgeon U.S. Army. _. 

J. L. THOMPSON, Lieut. 5th Infantry, 
ALEXANDER H. [APPEN, Lieut, 5th Inf. and Sec. 
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ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON. 


Mar. 24—Lt. J. J. Abercrombie, 1st Inf. Fuller’s. 
Major H. Bache, Top. Engrs. Mrs. Meade’s 
26—Lt. E. C. Ross, 4th Arty. Fuller’s. 
Lt. J. F. Lane, do Mrs. Pittman’s 








COMMUNICA'TLONS. pet 








NEW INFANTRY TACTICS. 
No. VIII. 


I shall now advert to certain miscellaneous objections 
to this work which have not been met by the Report, 
or the incidental remarks thereupon, and then discuss 
the subject of commands. 

“In some cases [says Clairfait] important funda- 
mental exercises are oinitted which are subsequently re- 


Serred to as though they had been learned.” A. and N. | 


Chronicle, No. 12. 

No specification is given. The bold assertion is made 
ed captandum vulgus—not only to catch the ignorant but 
the idle; for, among the latter who have read this “‘ same 
learned Theban,” even with the Tactics at hand, proba- 
bly not one will ever take the trouble to detect, much 
less to expose the gross misrepresentation. 

Thus contradicted and defied, the critic may, perhaps, 
cite paragraph No 729, in which a half-face is directed ; 
and he may then allege that this movement has not been 

reviously made a specific head of instruction. True; 
the greater including the less, when recruits had 
once been taught to face forty-five degrees of the circle, 
asin No. 109, no particular instruction was needed to 
enable them to face twenty-two and a_half—every 
movement of the feet, in the two cases, being the same. 
No. 729, then, can furnish no refuge to the critic, and, 
for another reason: this paragraph makes no reference to 
any other. 

The explanation given above shows why the half face 
is not found as aspecific head of instruction either in the 
old or the new French book, or in ours of 1815. It was 
a useless interpolation upon the system of 1825 from the 
British Tactics, and made, as I believe, on the motion 
of General Scott. 

Precisely the same remark is applicable to the balance 
step, the side step, and the step short ; and these omissions 
again can furnish the critic no subterfuge, for neither 
step is any where “referred to” in the Tactics of 1835. 

The omission to insert in the School of the Soldier, the 
motion ( for there is but one ) of arms port, or port arms, 
although it is appended for releeving sentinels, is another 
complaint of Clairfait. 

The history of this exercise is the same with that of 
half-face, balance step, &c. 

In our book of 1825, it is prescribed, No. 466, that 
‘‘when a battalion or line is to charge bayonet, the whole 
are, in the first instance, to port arms, and advance at a 
firm, quick pace [that is, at the rate of 150 steps a 
minute,] but in the most perfect order,” &c. What! 

erfect order, marching at that rate, and each man with 
oth arms pinioned in front! I can imagine nothing 
but rolling, plunging, and closing upon the centre; for 
if, as we have seen, to take one elbow out of the ranks, 
in order to support arms, diminishes the breadth of each 
file about two inches, it follows that, to take both elbows 
out, at arms port, must double that diminution—in 
other words, the front of a battalion of 500 files would 
be diminished about seventy paces. ‘Consequently, on 
coming to a halt, to a carry, ora charge, the battalion 
would be obliged first to open out from the centre thirty- 
five paces each way, before it could effectively use either 
bayonets or cartridges. What a fatal disadvantage this 
near the enemy !—and hence arms port has been banish- 
ed from the body of our new Tactics to its appendix, and 
there limited to the relieving of sentinels. 

The same critic speaks of the three-rank formation 
being the basis of the new book—“ to which every thing 
is sacrificed.” Another shameless assertion. 

What ‘‘is sacrificed?”” He has not dared to tell us. 
And why not call two ranks the basis? 


— = =— 
three ranks are first givea, followed by all that is Vas 


liar to the other depth; but this course is evidently 
adopted as a mere labor-saving contrivance—because 
the greater including the less, but few additional words 


were needed to give the little that was particular to the 
smaller depth. 





Two ranks then, with the single exception of some of 
the squares against cavalry, are as much the basis of the 
systein as three; and this (in his third number ) is ad- 
mitted by Clairfait; for he complains of the book as “a 
System of two distinct bases!’’ But then, let it be re- 
marked, that the whole force of this critic’s condemna- 
tion, in the first instance, rests on having it believed that 
the book has a single, and in the second, a double basis. 
This may be thought a display of ambidexterity clever 
enough ; but what shall we say of its morality? 
| In the Military and Naval Magazine for October 1835, 

there is a very sensible article (a translation ) from the 
Spectateur Militaire, byCaptain Puibusque, in favor of 
two ranks to the exclusion of three. The original, by 
accident, had not reached me at the time ( early in that 
month ) of writing my second number. I adhere, how- 
ever, to every position then taken ; and if it were neces- 
sary to re-open the subject in this place, I do not doubt 
that those positions might be more than sustained. 

In future, each of our battalions, instead of two colors, 
is to have but one! This change is emphatically con- 
demned—because, with two, if a color be taken, there 
would still be one left to the battalion. But after “ this 
innovation,” made by the enemy, what would become 
( to continue the quotation from Clairfait ) of * the fine 
arrangement” of posting a sergeant between two co- 
lors? Truly, if this critic cannot better defend the 
eagle and stars of his country than he reasons, it would 





be utterly unsafe to put him at the head of a battalion 


even with a single stand. No doubt it was from a simi- 
lar distrust that the British battalions in Canada, in 1814, 
never took with them a color into battle, whilst the 
American banner proudly waved in every breeze and in 
every field. 

The color-bearer has no more difliculty in marching in 
line, according to the new book, than the centre sergeant 
had under the old. In both cases, the liability to stumn- 
ble, to alter the pace, and to deviate from the direction, 
is about the same; for, in windy weather, the color be- 
ing furled and cased, and its lance supported by a 
leather stirrup at the hip, it is as easily borne as a mus- 
ket. On the other hand, it is highly important that the 
centre individual, who is advanced to give the step and 
direction to the whole battalion, should be conspicuous- 
ly marked—at least by the lance, though the color be 
furled; and this object is attained by the French books 
and ours of 1835. 

The anomaly of two colors, per battalion, may be 
thus historically deduced ;—Before the war of 1832, as 
each of our regiments, though of but ten companies, con- 
stituted two battalions, the government gave two colors 
( one national and one regimental ) to every regiment, 
in order that each battalion might have one. When, 
afterwards, the ten companies came to be considered as 
a single battalion, and each being actually in possession 
of a pair of colors, a difficulty arose as to the manner of 
their disposition ; for every body considered it obligatory 
to use both. Under the French system of tactics, this 
was not a matter to be easily arranged. General Scott, 
in 1814, devised the expedient of placing a sergeant be- 
tween the two colors, and of charging the sergeant with 
giving the step and direction. Hence the provisions on 
this subject in our books of 1815 and 1825. 

The return to a single color, per battalion, as prescrib- 
ed by our new Tactics, and in accordance with the Eu- 
ropean arrangement, seems in all respects, advantageous ; 
and unless Congress should enlarge our regiments to two 
battalions of eight companies each, it is presumed that 
the President will order one color of each pair, now in 
use, into depot. 

In respect tothe remark on filing to the rear into. open 
column, No. 867 of the new Tacties, Clairfait flippantly 





says :— It would be amusing to learn what were the 


In the exercises and movements, it is true, details for! circumstances, in these piping times of peace,-which led 
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to the discovery mentioned in” that paragraph. It may 
be observed, first, that the paragraph is literally trans- 
lated from the French, and secondly, that it is exactly 
what was required in that place. But as this soldier- 
critic, as we have before seen, deems all, but piping, in- 
compatible with a state of peace—farther to amuse him 
—‘‘for tis the sport to have the engineer hoist with his 
own petar”’—I will help him to these exclamations of 
Constance in King John: ‘No peace! peace is to me 
a war!” 

We have, from the same source, a complaint against 
“the singularly odd words, scattered throughout the sys- 
tem” This literary censure is echoed by several other 
writers ; but scarcely a specification is hazarded by the 
principal or his followers. Guided by what has been 
picked up in conversation, I will enceavour to give a list 
of those supposed neologisms. 

ABREAST, adverb. Side by side; in such a position 
that the breasts may bear against the same line.—John- 
son. 

This word is objected to as purely nautical. Yet 
York, himself, mortally wounded, says to a dying friend : 





Tarry, dear cousin Suffolk ! 
My sonl shall thine keep company to heaven; 
Tarry, sweet soul, for mine ; then fly abreast. 
Henry V. A. 3 Se. 1. 
For honor travels in astraight so narrow, 
Where one but gocs abreast : keep then the path. 
Trow. and Cress. A. 3. Se. 3. 
The riders rode abreast; and one his shield, 
His lance of cornel wood another held. 
DrypeEn’s FaBLes. 

To AssurE, v.a. To make confident; to make se- 

eure, &c.— Todd’s Johnson. 
* This verb is much used in the Tactics in the sense 
here given. The lieutenant colonel and major are charg- 
ed with the supervision of the guides. The latter, 
according to the general rule, No. 1161, endeavor, of 
themselves, to find their exact positions. The field 
officer does not unnecessarily interfere ; and when he 
sees a guide in the true position, he may assure him, by 
calling out—steady, stand, &c. or the guide feels assured 
that he is right, from the silence of the field officer who is 
overlooking him. 

The use of abreast and to assure, not only gives accu- 
racy to the details of the new Tactics, but has saved a 
world of periphrasis and repetition 

Heapmost, adjective, is also much used in the book, 
and like abreast has been ignorantly objected to as whol- 
ly a marine term. 

And when the Brig of Turk was won, 
The headmost horseman rode alone. 
Lapby oF THE LAKE. 

KERCHIEF, 7. s. is once used (without the teed 
hand, pocket, or neck ) in the suggested signals for light- 
infantry. And so it is written in the affecting episode of 
Eliza, overlooking the battle of Minden, and anxious for 
the fate of her husband: 

Fast by the hand one lisping boy she led ; 
And one fair girl, amid the Joud alarm, 
Slept on her kerchief, cradled by her arm. 
Boranic GARDEN, Part II. 

PARALLELY, adverb. To the adjective parallel, there 
is no adverb given in Johnson or Walker, and hence the 
use of parallely in the Tactics is much ridiculed. Yet 
this adverb was legitimate before the time of Johnson, 
and is still in good use. It is found in Todd’s additions, 
in Webster, and also in the great Dictionary by Rich. 
ardson, now in a course of publication in London and 
New York. 


And [ symmetry ] in plants consists in their leaves and 
branehes parallely answering one another.—Sir T. Moore. 


The bony matter of the teeth consists of a number of 
layers which are disposed parallely—OvuTLINEs OF ANA- 
TOMY. 


The foregoing words then are not to be charged against 
the new Tactics as neologisms. The one which follows 
is, however, of that character. 





To’Proy, v. a. (ploying, ployment, ployed.) This 
verb is not to be found in any English Dictionary of the 
popular tongue, but it is in both French and English 
military Dictionaries, and simply means the reverse of— 

Yo Dertoy.v.a. To display; to unfold; to spread 
out.— Todd’s Johnson. 

This verb again is not in Johnson or Walker, but it is 
in Webster, Richardson, and our Tactics of 1825. 

To PLoy then, means, to bend ; to fold; to close. 

Both to deploy and to display are used in the book of 
1825; and in the Tactics of 1835, disptay, perhaps, 
would have been exclusively employed, but that there 
was no corresponding word to denote the doing of the 
thing which is afterwards to be undone by displaying ; for 
we cannot say play a line, when we wish it to form co- 
lumn, although we might say display as applicable to 
passing from column into line. Now to ploy and to de 
ploy express these opposite movements, and are natural 
contrasts toeach other. Hence ploy seems to have been 
properly borrowed for this service ; and to show the ne- 
cessity of some such definite term to distinguish the 
action of folding, from that of breaking a line into co- 
lumn, ( another technic ) see new Tactics Nos. 1272—3 ; 
Pages 182—4 ( Vol.2;) Nos. 2214—17. 

ecording to Aulus Gellius, Julius Casar—* who 
was as distingushed in the matter of words, as in that 
of blows ”—counselled in his treatise on Analogy, “ to 
avoid every unusual word as a rock; ” and Dean Swift, 
in the Tatler, ( No. 230) denies the right to “the tra- 
ders in history, politics and the belles lettres” touse such 
words as preliminaries, pallisadoes, circumvallation, batta- 
lions, &c., which, he adds—* numerous as they are, if 
they attack us too frequently in our Coffee-houses, we 
shall certainly put them to flight, and cut off their rear.” 
But the Dean—and doubtless, Czsar would have allowed 
the exception—admits the right of coinage in those 
*‘who handle particular sciences, as divinity, law, phy 
sic and the like.” Horace is clear in his warrant to that 
effect: 

Si forte necessile est 

Indiciis monsirare recentibus abdita rerum. 

If you write of things abstruse or new, 

Some of your own inventing may be used, 

So it be seldom and discreetly done.—Roscommon. 


In the book of 1825, both deploy and display are used 
for the same object, as we shall presently see. 

The prepositions of our language have always been 
capriciously employed, and seven of these little words 
are necesrarily used in a technical sense in every System 
of Tactics. Thus we have to form line to and ona flank, 
to denote two movements quite unlike each other, and 
which could not well be otherwise designated. These 

repositions, however, being employed in the same sense 
in our books of 1815, ’25 and °35, they require no par- 
ticular defence in this place; but the last book has by 
the head and on the head ( or rear ) of the column to de- 
note the different modes of taking distances in columns ; 
and by the front, and by the flank, to denote two different 
directions of march. By and on, in these latter cases, 
have been objected to as gallicisms. 


By. 
They are also straited and furrowed by the length.— Grew 


In the same direction with.—Johnson. 


Accordingly, to open out a column, by the head, is to 
extend it by a movement in the same direction with the 
head, and to march by the front, or by the flank, is to 
march in the same direction with the front or the flank. 
Indeed, on reflection, by the front and by the flank, are to 
be found in our book of 1825—Nos. 1055, 1529. 

To take distances on the head, or rear of a column, 
means simply that the head or rear is the basis or fixed 

oint of the movement—just as in the cases of forming 
ine toand on a flank, the fiank is such point. 

Order in battle, order in column, order in echellon, co- 
lumn in route, column in maneuvre, have likewise been 
cited by the critics as so many gallicisms. These ad- 
verbial designations are elliptical, and stand for the order 
commonly assumed in battle, &c. &e. &c. 

But it is time to pass from phrases to commands, in 
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which ‘* words are things,”’* and in respect to which ig- 
norance and malevolence have been most clamorous. 

*¢ Words of cominand are introduced in one part, to which 
we find no subsequent analogy where such analogy ought 
manifestly to exist; while others again are of such inordi- 
nate length that,’? &c.— Clairfait, No. 1. 

I. Analogy. The only specification given is in the 
critic’s third number, in which he says:—‘‘ We have 
already commented upon the uselessness of the caution- 
ary command by the right flank, and we may here add 
that since it is only used in the Schools of the Soldier 
and the Company, and omitted entirely in that of the 
battalion, it is difficult to conceive ”’ its utility. 

Here is an assertion in the teeth of fact. See ( School of 
the Battalion ) Nos. 1375—6, 1384, 1398, 1410; Instruc- 
tion for Skirmishers, passim, and numerous places in the 
Evolutions of the Line. The rule, in Titles IV and V, 
seems to be that, where the face is to be made to a flank, 
in order to march in the same direction, by the flank is 
always given as a caution; but, if, after facing, the 
march is to be diagonal, in order to enter the column, 
that caution is omitted, and such 1s likewise the habit of 
the old and new French books. 

The caution—by the right (or left ) flank, is supposed, 
by the critics, to be now first used in the new American 
Tactics. Nothing could more clearly show that these 
gentlemen have learned nothing, and, therefore, have 
nothing to unlearn, no matter what innovations may be 
made ; for this same odious caution is to be found in our 
book of 1825—Nos. 374, 1012, 1322, 1330, 1416, 2586— 
7, 2600—1, and, perhaps, in many other places. 

In Nos. 604—5, of the new Tactics, a company, for 
example, being in march by the front, it is made to face 
to the right or left several times in succession, so as to 
be marched in every direction—that is, with the original 
right or left flank je or the — front or 1ear 
rank leading, and, in every case, by these commands :— 
1. Company, by the left (or right ) flank ; 2. March.— 
This was overlooked by the critic till he came to the 
only place where the eo is applied, ( No. 1375) 
School of the Battalion, and here he enters a “ solemn 
protest against so great a violation of common usage and 
common sense ! ”—Clairfatt, No. 4. 

Every body of troops has a front, a rear, a right and 
a left flank. ‘These terms are not fixed or invariable : 
they are merely relative, and depend, in every case, 
upon the direction in which the troops are faced at the 
moment. Face a company, for example, to what was 
its right flank: its late right and left flanks become its 
front and rear, and its late front and rear, become ‘its 
left and right flanks. (See No. 369.) Is there any 
thing more consonant to ‘common usage and common 
sense?” But the principle is only laid down in the 
School of the Company as an element of instruction for 
future use in large bodies. Thus, with ten battalions, 
each is but a unit in respect to the army, as a company 
is a unit in respect to its battalion, and each battalion, 
when in close column, presents a parallelogram with four 
sides or fronts of nearly the same dimensions. To each 
of these sides the battalion in column may be faced, as 
to a flank, and then marched as a single company.— 
Hence the principle in question. See Evolutions of the 
Line, or Nos. 2074—5, &c. &c. : 


II. The inordinate length of the commands. 

Commands may be too short as well as too long. If 
they do not fully indicate the movement to be executed, 
and do not contradistinguish that movement from every 
other, they fall under the first objection; if they contain 
words beyond that measure, they are too long. Again, 
as printed in the book, to meet double cases, there are 
many words in parentheses. All such words ( or the 
corresponding words) are, of course, to be omitted in 
the delivery. 

In every series there are cautionary commands to in- 
dicate the precise movement intended, and commands 
(or a command) of execution. (See Nos. 82—5.) 


The latter commands are, inall cases, short; the former, | 





* MinaseEav. Lett. His. et Politique, tome 4, p, 176, 


a a a 





‘from necessi , of some “length. Take the following 
|series (and there are but three others of equal length) | 


in the School of the Battalion :—1. Close column, by di- 
vision ; 2. On the first division, right in front, into co- 
lumn ; 3. Battalion, right—racre; 4. Quick—mMarcH. 

|The French commands, for the same movement, are:—1. 

| Colonne serré par division ; 2. Sur la premiere division, 

| la droite en téte, en colonne ; 3. Bataillon—A Droire; 4. 

Pas accélére—MARCHE. And in both books, the com- 

mands of caution, or explanation, are in italics, and 

those of execution in capitals. 

Here No. 1. gives warning that a close coluinn ( not 
one at half or full distance ) is to be formed, and that the 
front is to be of two companies, and not of one. No. 2, 
further indicates, that the movement is to be made on 
the first (it might be on any other ) division, with the 
right (not left ) in front; and, into column, is added, 
further to impress upon the mind the nature of the ac- 
tion to be executed. No. 3. begins with battalion, to fix 
the attention, followed by right ( not left,) and face, the 
intermediate command of execution. The final werd of 
execution then follows, preceded by quick, to denote the 
rate of march. The only word in the whole series that 
could be omitted is the article the in the second com- 
mand ; but what would be the value of this petty elli- 
sion ? 

Now, let it be remembered, that the commands of a 
series are not spluttered out at a breath, like so man 
buck-shot from a musket; but that they are to be deli- 
vered according to the rules of the book, Nos. 82—5; 
that a pause is to be made at the end of the second com- 
mand, because many things are to be done before the 
third is given; and here again another pause fora like 
purpose before the final word of execution. These 
pauses, for preparatory movements, render the repetition 
of the word squad, company, or battalion necessary in 
the third command, in order to recall the attention to what 
follows ; and it is to this repetition that the small critics, 
with the ignorance of spinsters, particularly object. 


An indiscriminate mixture of different commands for 
similar evolutions, and of similar commands for different 
evolutions.—Clairfait, No. 3. 

I do not perceive any specification in support of this 
charge. None can be given; for itis absolutely without 
foundation. 


We find the two commands in place—rest, and rest, bY 
the former of which, the aligument is preserved by keep~ 
ing the left heel in its place: and by the latter, an actua 
resting occurs, so far as is consistent with remaining in the 
ranks. We object, in the first place, to these commands 
on account of their too great similarity !—Jbid. , 

Yet this same critic, in his second number had object- 
ed to the word face, in the command front-face, as use- 
less, although the word front, singly, is the command 
for bringing the eyes back to the front after dressing to 
the right or left! Now, without the addition of the 
word face, to distinguish the movement of the whole 
person, from the mere turning of the neck and eyes, 
much confusion would frequently happen. For the 
utility of the distinction between the two commands, 
see, among many other places, No. 1103. 


We look in vain for that beautiful harmony, that admira- 
ble simplicity, [ &c.] which constitute the chief excellencies 
of the present system [ of 1825.]— Clairfait, No. 1. 


Now I have pointed out in every number that I have 
written on this subject, errors, anomalies, and discrepan- 
cies in that system. Here is another. 


—*1, Deploy on second grand division ; 2. Column, out- 
wards—FacE; 3. Marcu;” and at page 236, same 
System, we have, fora similar movement:—*“1. Display 
column; 2. Battalion, outwards—race; 3. Quick— 
MARCH!” 

Here are four variations :—“1. Display for deploy ; 
2. a grand division is given as the basis of the move- 
ment in one case, and notin the other; 3. Battalion 
|is substituted (the preferable word ) for column; 4: 
| Quick march for march. 





{ 
! 





In the old book, we have, page 193, these commands: - 
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The command of guides cover in file, which occurs in 
paragraph 934, carries upon its faee both novelty and non- 
sense; since it is not only strange in itself, but destroys 
every thing like the usual meaning attached to the word file. 
Our idea of this matter has always been, that the men who 
compose a file, should not only be ranged one behind the 
other, but should also be immediately contiguous, and never 
be farther from each other than the position they would 
occupy with ranks opened.—Cluirfait, No. 4. 

Contiguous! and yet, as with ranks opened, four 
paces apart! This truly is “‘ both novelty and nonsense.” 
And if men four paces apart may be said to be in file, 
why not, although at the distance of ten, twenty, or for- 
ty? The word file literally means a thread, a line, and 
:s figuratively applied to soldiers when they stand one 
behind the other, in a line. Contiguity, or touch, does 
not enter into the idea. 





In our book of 1825, identically the same command | 
( guides on the line ) is given for two diiferent purposes | 
or cases ; whereas. the Tactics of 1335 ( following out | 
the principle of not using the same command for dissimi- | 
lar objects ) has guides cover in file and guides on the line. | 
See Nos. 984—8. And sothe French book: Guides a) 
vos chefs de file, and guides sur la ligne. 

To our book of 1815, as also to that of 1825, there is | 
along table of errata attached, and in respect to the se- 
cond, a circular was issued from the Adjutant General’s | 
Office directing the change of port-arms to arms-port.— | 
The French tactics of 1831 contain more than twenty | 
material errors, a part, only, of which are silently cor- | 
rected in the edition of the following year. Three er- | 
rors may be pointed out in our new Tactics. These, no! 
doubt, on the proper application, will be corrected by a| 
circular from the Adjutant General’s Otfice—with a! 
view to the copies already distributed ; and in respect to | 
any further impression, it will be easier tor the publisher | 
to make the corrections, as it is understood the work has | 
been stereotyped. 

The first of these errors is under the head of to stack | 
arms; the second, in No. 1255, where company is printed | 
for column. in one of the commands; and the third is in 
No. 2071, where “in front of the sixth,’’ ought to read— 
except the sixth. It is believed that neither of the three 
errors is to be found in the impression of the work given 
by the printer to the House of Representatives. 


HINDMAN. 








THE NAVY. 


« Perry ” is a happy man in having so gallant a friend | 
as‘ Candor” to step forward, and like a knight of old, | 
extend his shield to cover the defenceless, draw his sword | 
to protect the weak, and then fight manfully on | 
hisown hook. Butalas! the days of chivalry are gone, 
and it 1s possible that Perry and Candor, like Juniis and | 
Philo Junius, are one and the same person. 

Candor appends this sentence to a quotation from 
your poor inexperienced correspondent :—He says, 
“ Qur officers behold the nations of the old world bestow- 
ing high rank, honors and titles of nobility, and for- 
sooth this plain democratic republic must do the same. ” 

Candor would insinuate that I had written in favor of 
titles of epee 

Oh sin! oh shame! that Candor should insinuate what 
it would blush to assert. 

In fact I only wrote what occurred to me at the time, 
as proving the expediency of creating a higher grade in 
the navy, and said nothing about titles of nobility, which 
appeared to be most strangely confounded with admirals 
and honors. Though titles of nobility have been made 
unconstitutional, I cannot perceive that either of the 
others has been forbidden to our plain democratic re- 
publicans, In granting swords and medals, our govern- 
ment has conferred the highest honors ; and it is the 
rank of admiral which the navy desires, be the title 
what it may. , . 

The Constitution declares that “the President shall 
be commander-in-chief of the army and navy of the 
United States.” Now Icannot imagine how a rank 
inferior to that of the commander-in-chief can he so high 
aad ‘mighty as to be unrepublican, while that of the com. 














——- = 


mander-in chief is republican. Jn other words,in any 
service, if the greater rank be democratic, it cannot be 
objected to the inferior, that its altitude is monarchical. 

he battle of Salamis declares that the title of adini- 
ral was not incompatible with the welfare of the demo- 
cracies of ancient Greece, though the power conferred 
by the rank was much greater in former days than is 
ever given now. 

Modern European republics have found it their inte- 
rest to have the rank as well as title of admiral ; and 
surely the young Herculess need not tremble, where 
dotard pigmies feel secure ; he need not hesitate where 
they step boldly. 

France, in her wildest days of liberty and equality, 
when she waged against titles ‘“‘ war to the knife, and 
the knife to the hilt,’ never thought of abolishing the 
rank of adiniral; and for my life I cannotimagine why 
that name should be less democratic than lieutenant or 
boatswain’s mate ; all three are equally used in mo- 
narchies and republics. 

I should not have used so many wordsin attempting 
to prove what appears so plain, had I not seen it insinu- 
ated and heard it asserted, that in the very form of our 
government, there is something inconsistent with the 
title of admiral. 

Candor says that a case of co-operation, such as I had 
supposed, could “ never happen; ”’ “thatthe policy of 
our governmentis and always has been to keep out of 
alliances with foreign powers, and especially with those 
of the old world; but should circumstances ever occur 
which would render co-operation desirable, it would be 
as well preserved with one grade of officers as another.” 

Candor has forgotten how earnestly we sought an al- 
liance with France during the revolution ; and he who 
has forgotten our past policy, can scarcely predict what 
it may be in future. i" 

In fact, it is impossible to say, when circumstances 
beyond our control may again render that desirable, 
which in a former war was found highly advantageous. 

During the revolution, the commander of the French 
forces obeyed the orders of Gen. Washington ; thus the 
desirable co-operation was secured between the two ar- 
mies, and thus was the end for which the war was un- 
dertaken, so gloriously attained. 


But how lamentably different was the conduct of the . 


French fleet, from that of their land brethren. The 
French Admiral was lukewarm; sometimes ignorant 
rant of the measures proper to be pursued ; and when 
they were known, timid in their execution. 

Had we possessed admirals then, to assume at sea, the 
position which the father of his country held on land 
the wrongs of our country would have infused devotion ; 
our government would have communicated knowledge, 
and the bravery which shone so brightly in our captains, 
would have ensured success to our admirals.” The 
French fleet, directed by an ‘American Admiral, would 
have co-operated zealously with our army, or by it- 
self have snatched the trident from British hands. We 
had captains then in our navy as we have now ; but the 
French admiral would have Jaughed to scorn the pre- 
tence of an American captain to command his force, an 
direct his movements. 

It nay be pretended that it was the smallness of our 
navy, and not the deficiency of rank, which the French 
despised ; but do we not find that Washington’s rank was 


equally obeyed, whether he was advancing on the ene- ° 


my, or hurrying toretreat ; whether his troops were few 
or many ; whether patriotism had swelled his numbers 
or calamity had thinned them ? 

Had the general officers of the American army been 
killed, would the French Count have allowed an Ameri- 
can colonel to command his forces ; or would he have 
taken the direction of affairs in his gown hands until 
Congress had appointed some general ii chief ? The lat- 
ter surely. Then it wasrank which oupallies oLeyed; and 
so in a future war shall it be again; for we “ know no 
way of judging of the future but by the past.’ Candor ail- 
mits that our commodores perform the duty of. admirals., 
To perform the duty, they must have the power ; they, 
differ then only in the rank ; why not grant that? If they 
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fill the station, give them the title ; if they perform the 
duty, grantthem the reward. That “ the-4aborer is wor- 
thy of his hire’ was uttered by lips divine. It is a 
maxim based on eternal truth and unerring wisdom. 
Candor devotes some space to proving the danger of a 
list of superannuated admirals ; but this may be answer- 
ed in a few words. 
When the present Constitution was proposed to the 
several states for their acceptance, the objections urged 
against it were innumerable. Some of them arose from 
the honest ‘errors of minds led astray by preconceived 
jealousies and fears ;” and some from private views and 
impure motives. Amongst others that clause of the 
Constitution electing judges for life was particularly 
opposed. It was alleged that these men would outlive 
heir wisdom ; that from extreme age, their judgments 











would become weak and their opinions erroneous. Yet 
we find that the Constitution, which to every American | 
is astandard of excellence, retains this clause. 

The framers of our Constitution thought that such 
objections as those of Candor were futile ; we shall not 
differ from them ? 

The qualifications required for judges and admirals are 
not so unlike as might at first be supposed. Wisdom is 
the chief requisite of either, and the mind that is suffici- 
ently vigorous to master the subtleties of the law, can 
scarcely be too weak to administer the plainer duties of 
an admiral. 

Bodily vigor is less necessary for an admiral than a 
landsman would imagine ; his duty consists in command- 
ing efforts to others, not in personal exertion. Colling- 
wood, who so gloriously supported the interests of the 
British flag, was during a period of his greatest useful- 
ness scarcely able to leave his cabin. 

But a reason, rendering all illustration unnecessary, 
is, that admirals have to be appointed to commands, and 
proper ones only would be selected to perform any duty ; 
while judges administer their office ex officio, and inde- 
pendent of their age. 

Admirals would be superseded when they were una- 
ble to perform efficiently what they had been selected 
to accomplish. 

Captains were sufficient to command our sloops in the 
revolutionary war, but now we require admirals for our 
line of battle ships. Captains can very well fight a fri- 

te, but let us have admirals to direct our fleets. To 

he best of my recollection, with the exception of the 
United States, the experience of every nation which has 

ossessed a fleet, has proved it necessary for an admiral 
to direct its movements; and “I have but one lamp by 
which my feet are guided, and that is the lamp of expe- 
rience.” 

Our navy has now said, F 
not granted, the service wil 
the words of the poet, 


‘IT have touch’d the highest point of all my greatness, 
And from that full meridian of my glory, 
T haste now to my eetting. ”’ 

When I consider the importance of a higher grade in 
the navy, I must confess that I am totally unable to place 
it in the strongest light. 

The trial by battle has been abolished, and should 
Candor prove my premises false, my deductions erro- 
neous, or my arguments weak, he willonly prove thata 
strong cause may have a weak champion : he will only 
get the better of one who really is 


AN INEXPERIENCED CORRESPONDENT. 
————————————— 

PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, 
IN RELATION TO THE ARMY, NAVY, $e. 


IN SENATE. 


Weonespay, Marcn 16, 1536. 
Mr. Bento, from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
made a report on the resolution on the subject of a survey 
for fortifications on Lake Champlain. 
: Mownpay, Marcu 21.. 
The Cuair communicated a report from the Secretary of 
the Navy, in answer to the resolution of the Senate of the 


ive us admirals ; if they be 
have reason to exclaim, in 














16th: ult. showing the present state of the Nayy Hospital 








————————————— 
fond, and enclosing a letter from the President of the Board 
of aa! Commissioners, showing the number and condition 
of the Naval Hospital establishments. 

r. Sournarp, from the Committee on Naval Aflairs, 
to which a memorial on the subject had been referred, re- 
ported a bill authorizing the fitting out a sloop of war, and 
such other smaller vesseis as the President may deem ne- 
cessary, for an expedition to the south seas ; which was read 
and ordered to a second reading 

Mr. Wricut, from the Committee on Finanee, reported 
without amendment, the bill from the House making addi- 
tional es ge for the suppression of Indian hostili- 
ties in Florida ; and the same having been read a second 
time, and considered as in Committee of the Whole, was 
ordered to a third reading. 

Tuespay, Marcu 22. 

Mr. Davis presented the petition and papers of Alex- 
ander J. Dallas, praying to be allowed the difference be- 
tween a depreciated coin in which he was paid at Rio, 
and the current money of the United States; referred to 


; the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


_ The bill making further appropriations for the suppres- 
sion of Indian hostilities in Florida, was read the third 
time and passed: 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Wepsespay March 16. 
NAVAL SERVICE BILL. 


On motion of Mr, CAmBRELENG, the House, pursuant to 
the special order of the 26th January, then resolved itself 
into a Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
Mr. Hamerin the Chair, and resumed the consideration 
of the bill making appropriations for the naval service for 
the year 1836 

The guonin pending was the motion of Mr, Bett. 

Mr. Cuampers of Pennsylvania, who was entitled to the 
floor, addressed the House at length. 

Mr. Bevt addressed the House, but without concluding 
gave way to 

Mr. LixcoLn, on whose motion the Committee rose and 
reported progress. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the House then adjourned. 

TuHurspay, March 17. 1836. - 

Mr. Hawes asked the unanimous consent of the House 
to take up, and consider a resolution heretofore offered by 
him, for tha appointment of a select committee to examine 
and report the situation of the West Point Academy. 

Objection being made, Mr. Hawes moved to suspend the 


rule for that day, in order to dispose of his resolution, 
which was negatived. 


NAVAL SERVICE BILL. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House pursuant to 
the specivl order of the 26th January, then resolved itself 
into a Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
Mr. Hamer in the chair, and resumed the consideration of 
the bill making appropriations for the naval service of the 
United States for the year 1836. 

The question pending, was the motion of Mr. Bell to 
stike out the following item from the bill : 

‘* For improvements and necessary repaires of the navy 
yard at Portsmouth, New Hampshire, sixty-seven thou- 
sand dollors ; ”? 7 

Mr. B. having withdrawn his previous motion, to reduce 
the said item one-half, and substituted the foregoing. 

Mr Bell, who was entitled to the floor, rose and addréssed 
the House at length but without concluding, gave way to 

Mr. Briaes, on whose motion the committee rose, and re- 
ported progress ; and then on motion of Mr. Warp, 

The House adjourned. 

Fripvay, Marcu 18. 

The Cuarr laid before the House a letter from the Se- 
cretary of War, transmitting a report from the To - 
ical Bureau, of the survey of a railroad from Pensacola to 
Columbus, Georgia, which was laid on the table aullorder: ° 


ed to be printed, 
Monpay, Marcu 21. 

Mr. Hawes made an ineffectual effort to take up and 
woeer the resolution in relation to the West Point Aca- 

emy. 

Mr. Jones, of Michigan Territory, presented a peti- 
tion of officers and citizens at Fort Snelling, M. T , pray- 
ing the establishment of a post route from that place to 
Prairie du Chien. 

Mr. REED submitted the following resolution ; which, by 
consent, was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be. directed to ley 
before this House a chart or map of the harbor and-Jand ‘af: 
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‘Provincetown, in the State of Massachusetts, in a reduced 
form. 

Mr. Janes submitted the following resolution, which, 
by consent, was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to lay 
before this House the report of the United States Engineer 
relative to the survey of a canal from Wells river to Bur- 
lington, Vermont. 

Mr. Jarvis, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, re- 
ported a bill concerning pensions chargeable to the navy 
nension fund; which was read twice and committed. 

“ Mr. Jounson, of Lou. from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill making appropriation for the erec- 
tion of a Marine Hospital in New Orleans. 

Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, from the Committee on Mi- 
litary Affairs, reported the following bills; which were 
read twice and cominitted : 

A bill to provide more effectually for the defence of the 
Arkansas frontier ; 

A bill for the relief of Major Trueman Cross ; and 

A bill to repair and extend the United States arsenal at 
Charleston, South Carolina. 

Mr. JouNnson, from the same committee, made a report 
on the subject of arsenals of construction ; which was or- 
- dered to be printed. 

Tuespay, March 22. 
NAVAL SERVICE BILL. 

On motion of Mr. CamprecenG, the House pursuant to the 
special order of the 26th January, then jenubeed itself into 
a Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. 
Hamer in the Chair, and resumed the consideration of the 
bill making appropriations for the naval service for the 
year 1836. 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. Bett to 
strike out the following item from the bill; 

‘¢ For improvements and necessary repairs of the navy 
yard at Portsmouth, N. H. sixty-seven thousand dollars.”’ 

Mr. B. having withdrawn his previous moticn to reduce 
the said item one half, and submitted the foregoing, 

Mr. Bet resumed his remarks; and after epeaking up- 
wards of two hours, gave way, without concluding, to 

Mr. Forrester, who moved that the committee rise, 
which was carried ; when, 

On motion of Mr. Evans, the House adjourned. 

WepwNespaAy, Marcus 23. 

On motion of Mr, CAMBRELENG, the House then resolv- 
ed itself into a Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, Mr. Hamer in the Chair, and resumed the con- 
sideration of the 


NAVAL SERVICE BILL. 

Mr. BELL resumed his remarks, and as soon as he had 
concluded, 

Mr. GARLAND obtained the floor, but it being late, the 
committee rose, and on motion of Mr. Evans, 

The House adjourned. 

TuurspAy, Marcu 24. 

Mr. Lane, from the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia, reported a bill authorizing the officers and managers 
of the Washington Monument Society, to erect the same 
on the public ground ; which was read twice and commit- 
ted. 

Fripay, Marcu 25. 

Mr. Jarvis, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, re- 
ported a bill authorizing the President of the United States 
to cause experiments to be made, to test the practicability 
and utility ofa fire ship invented by Uriah Brown; which 
was twice read and committed. 

The Cuair presented a communication from the Secre- 
tary of War, in answer to a resolution of the House of the 
Qist inst., transmitting a report of the Topographical Bu- 
reau, containing a survey of the route of a canal from Wells 
river to Burlington, Vermont; which was referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

The House then adjourned. 

AL ARI AO ET EE OER SE EE AEE 


LAW OF THE UNITED STATES. 


AN ACT authorizing the Secretary of War to transfer a 
art of the appropriation for the suppression of Indian 
hostilities in Florida, to the credit of subsistence. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the Secretary of War is hereby authorized to transfer 
so much of the appfopriation for the suppression of Indian 
hostilities in Florida, to the credit of subsistence, as may 
have been taken from the latter fund, for the former pur- 
poses. Approved March 19th, 1536. 
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MARRIAGES. 





In Norfolk, Va.,on the l7ih inst., L. A. BIANCHINI, 
professor of languages, U.S. Naval School at Gospurt, to 
Miss MARTHA ANN MOSS, of Norfolk Borough. 

In New London, Conn. on the 2\st inst., JOHN BRAN- 
DEGEE, Esq., to Miss SARAH CANFIELD, eldest 
daughter of Dr. 8. G. J. De Camp, of the U. S. Army. 
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DEATHS. 





At Fort Winnebago, M. T., on the 18th ult., Brevet 
we a NATHAN CLARK, of the 5th regiment U. S. In- 
antry. 

On the 22d inst., in Washington. Gen. MOUNTJOY 
BAILY, an officer of the Revolution, in the 82d year of 
his age. 

In Philadelphia, on the 23d inst. WILLIAM McMUR- 
TRIE, Esq. Purser U.S. navy, aged 48. 

On the Ist inst., at 12 o’clock at night, at his residence 
‘* The Vineyard,’”’ near Georgetown D. C., after a short 
illuess, JOHN ADLUM, Esgq., in the 77th year of his age. 
Major Adlum was a soldier of the Revolution, a Major in 
the Provisional Army, during the administration of the 
elder Adams, and afterwards a Brigadier General in the 
Militia of Pennsylvania, of which State he was a native. 
An intimate knowledge of the deceased, for about six and 
forty years, enables the writer to declare that, in his opin- 
ion, he has not left behind him a more worthy or honest 
man. A widow and two amiable daughters remain to la- 
ment the loss of the best of husbands, and the most kind 
and affectionate of parents. 

At Greenville, N. Y. on the 3d instant, of dropsy in the 
heart, AARON HALL, Esq. in his 77th year. Hav- 
ing served, while very young’, under the immediate com- 
mand of Washington, in the acquisition of our indepen- 
dence, he has lived for more than half a century to enjoy 
in the bosom of a happy family, the fruits of his toil; a 
monument of the virtue and patrivtism of the yeomanry of 
a by-gone age. 
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ARMY. 





March 22—Lieut. D. P. Whiting, 7:h Infy. relieved from 
temporary duty in the Ordnance department, and ordered 
to temporary duty on Recruiting service, at Newport Ky. 

March 23—Lieut. N. J. Eaton, 6th Infy. relieved from 
temporary duty in the office of the Com. Gen. of Subsist- 
ence, and ordered to St. Louis, Mo., for duty in the Sub- 
sistence Department. 

A detachment of 48 recruits left the depot at Newport, 
on the 3d inst. under charge of Major A, R. Thompson, for 
the 6th Infantry. At Louisville he was joined by Captain 
J. Rogers, of the 6th Infantry, with a few recruits, on the 
way to join their regiment. 

A detachment of 48 recruits left the same depot on the 2d 
inst, under charge of Lieut. T. Cutts, for Baton Rouge. 








NAVY. 





List of Officers ordered to the Schooner Grampus. 


Charles Boarman, Lieutenant Commanding. 

Lieutenants, John Cassin, Joseph Stallings, Neil M. 
Howison, Frederick Chatard, John W. Cox. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, Geo. W Evans. 

Purser,T. M. Taylor. Acting Master, O. S. Glisson. 

Passed Midshipmen, A. F. V. Gray, C. F. M. Spotts- 
wood. 

Midshipmen,’ R. Patton, G. M. Totten, W. T. Smith, 
W. E. Boudinot, W. R.jPostell, C. M. Collier. W.L. 
Parkinson, to join the Concord. 

Wm. Rogers, Acting Gunner. 

Passed Ass’t. Surgeon S. Sharp, relieved ffrom ‘duty at 
the 'Hospital, New York; and Assistant Surgeon M. G. 
Delaney ordered to supply his place. 

Assistant Surgeon A. J. Wedderburne ordered ‘to take 
assage in the Schooner Grampus, for duty on board the 
rigate Constellation, vice Ass’t. Surgeon W. W. Valk, 
relieved. 

Le ae Adams, at Teneriffe 10th Feb., for Gibraltar— 
all well. 

A draft of U.S. sailors sailed from Baltimore on Mon- 

day, 2ist inst. for New York, in the schooner Helen, under 
charge of Mr. Cliuton and Mr. McLane of the Navy. 
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E. OWEN, 

MERCHANT TAILOR, near the Seven Buildings, and 
also a few doors west of Fuller’s Hotel, 
WASHINGTON CITY, 

EGS leave most respectfully to inform his NAVAL 
andeMILITARY friends, and the PUBLIC in gene- 
ral, that he has just received avery large supply of fashion- 
able WINTER GOODS, consisting of 
WOOLLEN CLOTHS, CASSIMERES, VESTINGS, &c. 


Which for quality and lowness of prices, he feels confi- 
dent, will be found to be equal to any in the United States. 

E. O. would respectfully solicit the attention of gentle- 
men belonging to the ARMY AND NAVY, to his su- 
perior mode of fitting uniforms, which, for material and 
+ Aang ne cannot be surpassed by any house in the 
Union. He has constantly on hand a large assortment of 
articles, as used in the dress of both services, and which he 
is determined to sell at a lower rate than the same articles 
ean be procured for, in any of the Atlantic cities. He has 
also just received a quantity of GREEN CLOTH peculiarly 
adapted to the dress of the Marine Corps, (a very rare arti- 
cle,) to which he would invite the particular attention of 
such gentlemen, who belong to that corps, as it will be 
found to be a very superior article. 

All orders received from distant parts of the country (con- 
taining a draft or suitable reference) will be as punctually 
attended to, as though the party ordering were present, 
and will be forwarded with the strictest care. 

E. O. embraces the present opportunity, of tendering his 
siucere acknowledgments to those gentlemen who have al- 
ready favored him with their commands, and humbly so- 
licits a continuation of those favors, for which he will ever 
feel grateful. Jan, 7—tf 














ADVERTISING. 


fg- As the Army aND Navy CuRonicte has a general 
circulation in both services, and an increasing one among 
citizens, it presents a favorable medium for advertisements, 
which will be inserted on reasonable terms. 

Once a month at least, and oftener if the encouragement 
be adequate, a colored cover will be furnished. Advertise- 
ments of Professional Works,—Mathematical, Nautical, 
and Surveying Instruments—Offieers Clothing aud Equip- 
ments—Sea Stores—and all articles that may be aseful to 
the Soldier or Sailor, are respectfully solicited. 











